
Chapter 1

Outline of Nahum
Based on analysed Hebrew text made visible through colors. 1

In the following sectionswe give theHebrew text with certainwords
colored which belong to paired or joined sections according to our
analysis. In these paired or joined sections these words are either

1. the same

2. or from the same root,

3. synonyms or

4. antonyms.

1. The differences in the counting of the verses in Hebrew and in English
are preserved in both. If not otherwise noted the Hebrew Bible quotations
are according to OpenScriptures.org, ed., Westminster Leningrad Codex, [ac-
cessed September 1, 2012], 2010, http://www.crosswire.org/sword/
modules/ModInfo.jsp?modName=OSMHB and the English Bible quota-
tions are according to the ESV: Good News Publishers, ed., English Standard
Version, [Accessed May 9, 2011], 2001, http://www.crosswire.org/
sword/modules/ModInfo.jsp?modName=ESV
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It is no coincidence that these categories remind us of certain as-
pects of the use of parallelisms in Hebrew poetry. Chiastic struc-
tures are built upon the use of pairs and repetitions. It seems that
this was perceived as beautiful.

1.1 Outline of Nahum in English

The first verse is the title of the book presenting it as an inspired
prophetic vision given by God to Nahum of Elkosh. 1:2-10 is a
theophany of the Lord presenting him as the absolute souvereign
and just Lord and Judge of the universe in front of whom nobody
can stand.

1:11 to 3:19 is the main part of the book which applies the truth
of 1:2-10 to the specific case of Niniveh out of whom somebody
came who planed evil against the Lord. He, the king of Assyria, is
senteced to death and Niniveh the center of his power is utterly de-
stroyed. This results in peace and liberation for Judah which is thus
encouraged to serve God and celebrate his answering her prayers.

1:1 An oracle concerning Nineveh. The book of the
vision of Nahum of Elkosh.

1:2-10 God is the Lord of creation, ruling the heavens,
the earth and its inhabitants with the mountains,
the rivers and the sea. No one can stand before
him when he punishes his enemies.
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A1 1:11-15 FromNiniveh came one "who plotted evil against
the LORD, a worthless counselor", "he is utterly
cut off" with his idolatry. The good news of
God's peace after Niniveh's judgment is brought
over the mountains to Judah who is freed and en-
couraged to celebrate the Lord's holy days.

B1 2:1-10 The defensive powers of Niniveh collapse. She
is plundered by her invading enemies.

C1 2:11-13 Niniveh was the lions' den into which all prey
was carried from all the earth but now the al-
gmighty Lord has turned against her and lets her
be consumed by the invading armies.

D1 3:1-3 "Woe to the bloody city, all full of lies and plun-
der - no end to the prey!" The invasion of the en-
emies fills the city and leaves it full of corpses
without end and everywhere.

C2 3:4-7 Niniveh was the great prostitute, the mistress of
sorceries, that sold nations through her whorings
and sorceries but now the algmighty Lord has
turned against her and disposes her nakedness
and shame before all nations so that all will flee
from her disaster leaving her no comforter.

D2 3:8-11 Niniveh is not better than No-Amon (Thebes).
She shall not escape judgment.

B2 3:12-17 The defensive powers of Niniveh collapse. She
is plundered by her invading enemies.

A2 3:18-19 The shepherds of Assyria's king are asleep, his
people scattered on the mountains. All who hear
the news about him clap their hands over him.
For upon whom has not come his unceasing evil?
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1.2 Nahum's colored Hebrew text structure
1.2.1 1:1

י׃ הָאֶלְקשִֹֽׁ נַח֖וּם חֲז֛וֹן פֶר סֵ֧ ינְוֵ֑ה נִֽ א מַשָּׂ֖ 1:1
This is the title and introduction of the whole book.

1.2.2 1:2 - 10

A1 1:2 "The LORD is a jealous and avenging God" who
punishes his enemies.

B1 1:3a "The LORD is slow to anger and ... will by no
means clear the guilty."

C 3b-6 God is the Lord of creation, ruling the heavens,
the earth and its inhabitants with the mountains,
the rivers and the sea. No one can stand before
him when he punishes his enemies.

B2 1:7 "The LORD is good, a stronghold in the day of
trouble; he knows those who take refuge in him."

A2 1:8-10 "He will make a complete end of the adver-
saries."

ה חֵמָ֑ עַל וּבַ֣ יְהוָ֖ה ם נקֵֹ֥ ה יְהוָ֔ וְנקֵֹם֙ קַנּ֤וֹא ל אֵ֣ 2:1
יו׃ לְאיְֹבָֽ ה֖וּא ר וְנוֹטֵ֥ יו לְצָרָ֔ יְהוָה֙ ם נקֵֹ֤

ה יְנַקֶּ֑ א ֹ֣ ל ה וְנַקֵּ֖ חַ ־כֹּ֔ וגדול יִם֙ אַפַּ֙ רֶךְ אֶ֤ ה יְהוָ֗ 3
יו׃ רַגְלָֽ ק אֲבַ֥ וְעָנָ֖ ן דַּרְכּ֔וֹ וּבִשְׂעָרָה֙ ה בְּסוּפָ֤ ה יְהוָ֗

יב חֱרִ֑ הֶֽ וְכָל־הַנְּהָר֖וֹת הוּ וַֽ יַּבְּשֵׁ֔ בַּיָּם֙ ר גּוֹעֵ֤ 4
ל׃ אֻמְלָֽ לְבָנ֖וֹן רַח וּפֶ֥ ל וְכַרְמֶ֔ בָּשָׁן֙ ל אֻמְלַ֤
גוּ הִתְמֹגָ֑ וְהַגְּבָע֖וֹת נּוּ מִמֶּ֔ רָעֲשׁ֣וּ הָרִים֙ 5
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הּ׃ בָֽ שְׁבֵי וְכָל־יֹ֥ ל וְתֵבֵ֖ יו מִפָּנָ֔ הָאָ֙רֶץ֙ א וַתִּשָּׂ֤
אַפּ֑וֹ בַּחֲר֣וֹן יָק֖וּם י וּמִ֥ עֲמ֔וֹד יַֽ י מִ֣ זַעְמוֹ֙ לִפְנֵי֤ 6

נּוּ׃ מִמֶּֽ נִתְּצ֥וּ ים וְהַצֻּרִ֖ שׁ כָאֵ֔ ה נִתְּכָ֣ חֲמָתוֹ֙
בֽוֹ׃ סֵי חֹ֥ עַ וְידֵֹ֖ ה צָרָ֑ בְּי֣וֹם לְמָע֖וֹז ה יְהוָ֔ ט֣וֹב 7

שֶׁךְ׃ יְרַדֶּף־חֹֽ יו וְאיְֹבָ֖ הּ מְקוֹמָ֑ ה יַעֲשֶׂ֣ ה כָּלָ֖ ר עבֵֹ֔ טֶף וּבְשֶׁ֣ 8
ה עשֶֹׂ֑ ה֣וּא ה כָּלָ֖ ה אֶל־יְהוָ֔ מַה־תְּחַשְּׁבוּן֙ 9

ה׃ צָרָֽ יִם פַּעֲמַ֖ א־תָק֥וּם ֹֽ ל
ים סְבוּאִ֑ וּכְסָבְאָ֖ם ים סְבֻכִ֔ ים עַד־סִירִ֣ י כִּ֚ 10

א׃ מָלֵֽ שׁ יָבֵ֖ שׁ כְּ קַ֥ כְּל֔וּ אֻ֨

1.2.3 1:11 - 15

A1 1:11-12a "From you came one who plotted evil against the
LORD, a worthless counselor... they will be cut
down and pass away."

B1 1:12c-13 "Though I have afflicted you, I will afflict you
no more. And now I will break his yoke from off
you and will burst your bonds apart."

C 1:14 "The LORD has given commandment about you:
'No more shall your name be perpetuated; from
the house of your gods I will cut off the carved
image and the metal image. I will make your
grave, for you are vile.'"

B2 1:15a+b "Behold, upon the mountains, the feet of him
who brings good news, who publishes peace!
Keep your feasts, O Judah; fulfill your vows..."

A2 1:15c "...for never again shall the worthless pass
through you; he is utterly cut off."
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ס בְּלִיָּֽעַל׃ ץ יעֵֹ֖ ה רָעָ֑ ה עַל־יְהוָ֖ ב חֹשֵׁ֥ א יָצָ֔ ךְ מִמֵּ֣ 11:1
ה יְהוָ֗ ר אָמַ֣ ׀ ה כֹּ֣ 12

ר וְעָבָ֑ זּוּ נָגֹ֖ ן וְכֵ֥ ים רַבִּ֔ ן וְכֵ֣ אִם־שְׁלֵמִים֙
עֽוֹד׃ אֲעַנֵּ֖ ךְ א ֹ֥ ל ךְ נִּתִ֔ וְעִ֨

ק׃ אֲנַתֵּֽ יִךְ וּמוֹסְרתַֹ֖ יִךְ עָלָ֑ מֵֽ הוּ מֹטֵ֖ ר אֶשְׁבֹּ֥ ה וְעַתָּ֕ 13
ע֑וֹד מִשִּׁמְךָ֖ ע א־יִזָּרַ֥ ֹֽ ל ה יְהוָ֔ יךָ֙ עָלֶ֙ ה וְצִוָּ֤ 14

קַלּֽוֹתָ׃ י כִּ֥ ךָ קִבְרֶ֖ ים אָשִׂ֥ ה וּמַסֵּכָ֛ סֶל פֶּ֧ ית אַכְרִ֨ יךָ אֱלֹהֶ֜ ית מִבֵּ֨
פ

שָׁל֔וֹם יעַ מַשְׁמִ֣ מְבַשֵּׂר֙ י רַגְלֵ֤ ים עַל־הֶהָרִ֜ ה הִנֵּ֨ 1:2
ע֛וֹד יף יוֹסִ֥ א ֹ֨ ל כִּי֩ יִךְ נְדָרָ֑ י שַׁלְּמִ֣ חַגַּ֖יִךְ ה יְהוּדָ֛ י חָגִּ֧

ת׃ נִכְרָֽ כֻּלֹּ֥ה בְּלִיַּ֖עַל ךְ בָּ֥ ־ לעבור

1.2.4 2:1 - 10

A1 2:1a "The scatterer has come up against" your face.
B1 2:1b "Man the ramparts; watch the road"; strengthen

your loins; "collect all your strength."
C1 2:2 "For the Lord is restoring the majesty of Jacob as

the majesty of Israel, for plunderers have plun-
dered them".

D1 2:3-5 The invading army is overwhelmingly powerful.
D2 2:6-8 "The river gates are opened; the palace melts

away; its mistress is stripped; she is carried off...
Nineveh is like a pool whose waters run away...
none turns back."
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C2 2:9-10a "Take ... the spoil of silver, take the spoil of gold:
for there is none end of the store and glory out of
all the pleasant furniture. She is empty, and void,
and waste" (KJV).

B2 2:10b "Hearts melt and knees tremble; anguish is in all
loins."

A2 2:10c "All faces grow pale!"
ה מְצֻרָ֑ נָצ֣וֹר עַל־פָּנַ֖יִךְ יץ מֵפִ֛ ה עָלָ֥ 2

ד׃ מְאֹֽ חַ כֹּ֖ ץ אַמֵּ֥ יִם מָתְנַ֔ חַזֵּ֣ק רֶךְ֙ צַפֵּה־דֶ֙
ל יִשְׂרָאֵ֑ כִּגְא֖וֹן ב יַעֲקֹ֔ אֶת־גְּא֣וֹן יְהוָה֙ ב שָׁ֤ י כִּ֣ 3

תוּ׃ שִׁחֵֽ ם וּזְמֹרֵיהֶ֖ ים קְקִ֔ בֹּֽ בְקָקוּם֙ י כִּ֤
ים מְתֻלָּעִ֔ יִל֙ אַנְשֵׁי־חַ֙ ם מְאָדָּ֗ יהוּ גִּבּרֵֹ֜ ן מָגֵ֨ 4

לוּ׃ הָרְעָֽ ים וְהַבְּרשִֹׁ֖ הֲכִינ֑וֹ בְּי֣וֹם כֶב הָרֶ֖ בְּאֵשׁ־פְּלָד֥וֹת
בָּרְחֹב֑וֹת יִֽשְׁתַּקְשְׁק֖וּן כֶב הָרֶ֔ יִתְהוֹלְל֣וּ חוּצוֹת֙ בַּֽ 5

צוּ׃ יְרוֹצֵֽ ים כַּבְּרָ קִ֖ ם כַּלַּפִּידִ֔ מַרְאֵיהֶן֙
בהלכותם יִכָּשְׁל֖וּ יו אַדִּירָ֔ יִזְכּרֹ֙ 6

ךְ׃ הַסֹּכֵֽ ן וְהֻכַ֖ הּ חֽוֹמָתָ֔ הֲרוּ֙ יְמַֽ
נָמֽוֹג׃ ל הֵיכָ֖ וְהַֽ חוּ נִפְתָּ֑ הַנְּהָר֖וֹת י שַׁעֲרֵ֥ 7

ים יוֹנִ֔ כְּק֣וֹל הֲגוֹת֙ מְנַֽ יהָ וְאַמְהֹתֶ֗ תָה עֲלָ֑ הֹֽ ה גֻּלְּתָ֣ ב וְהֻצַּ֖ 8
ן׃ עַל־לִבְבֵהֶֽ ת מְתֹפְפֹ֖

ים נָסִ֔ מָּה וְהֵ֣ יא הִ֑ ימֵי מִ֣ יִם כַת־מַ֖ כִבְרֵֽ ה וְנִינְוֵ֥ 9
ה׃ מַפְנֶֽ ין וְאֵ֥ דוּ עֲמֹ֖ עִמְד֥וּ

ב זָהָ֑ זּוּ בֹּ֣ סֶף כֶ֖ זּוּ בֹּ֥ 10
ה׃ חֶמְדָּֽ י כְּלִ֥ ל מִכֹּ֖ ד כָּבֹ֕ ה לַתְּכוּנָ֔ צֶה֙ קֵ֙ ין וְאֵ֥

ה וּמְבֻלָּ קָ֑ ה וּמְבוּ קָ֖ ה בּוּ קָ֥ 11
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יִם בְּכָל־מָתְנַ֔ וְחַלְחָלָה֙ יִם בִּרְכַּ֗ ק וּפִ֣ ס נָמֵ֜ ב וְלֵ֨
פָארֽוּר׃ קִבְּצ֥וּ ם כֻלָּ֖ וּפְנֵ֥י

1.2.5 2:11 - 3:11

A1 2:11-12 Niniveh was the lions' den into which all prey
was carried from all the earth.

B1 2:13 But now the algmighty Lord has turned against
her and lets her be consumed by the invading
armies.

C1 3:1-3 "Woe to the bloody city, all full of lies and plun-
der - no end to the prey!" The invasion of the en-
emies fills the city and leaves it full of corpses
without end and everywhere.

A2 3:4 Niniveh was the great prostitute, the mistress of
sorceries, that sold nations through her whorings
and sorceries.

B2 3:5-7 But now the algmighty Lord has turned against
her and disposes her nakedness and shame before
all nations so that all will flee from her disaster
leaving her no comforter.

C2 3:8-11 Niniveh is not better than No-Amon (Thebes).
She shall not escape judgment.
ים לַכְּפִרִ֑ ה֖וּא ה וּמִרְעֶ֥ אֲרָי֔וֹת מְע֣וֹן אַיֵּה֙ 12

יד׃ מַחֲרִֽ ין וְאֵ֥ אַרְיֵה֖ גּ֥וּר ם שָׁ֛ יא לָבִ֥ ה אַרְיֵ֨ הָלַךְ֩ ר אֲשֶׁ֣
יו לְלִבְאֹתָ֑ וּמְחַנֵּק֖ יו רוֹתָ֔ גֹֽ י בְּדֵ֣ טרֵֹף֙ אַרְיֵה֤ 13

ה׃ טְרֵפָֽ יו נֹתָ֖ וּמְעֹֽ יו חֹרָ֔ רֶף וַיְמַלֵּא־טֶ֣
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צְבָא֔וֹת יְהוָ֣ה נְאֻם֙ יִךְ אֵלַ֗ הִנְנִ֣י 14
רֶב חָ֑ אכַל ֹ֣ תּ יִךְ וּכְפִירַ֖ הּ רִכְבָּ֔ עָשָׁן֙ בֶֽ י וְהִבְעַרְתִּ֤

ס כֵה׃ מַלְאָכֵֽ ק֥וֹל ע֖וֹד ע א־יִשָּׁמַ֥ ֹֽ וְל ךְ טַרְפֵּ֔ רֶץ֙ מֵאֶ֙ י וְהִכְרַתִּ֤
ים דָּמִ֑ יר עִ֣ ה֖וֹי 1:3

רֶף׃ טָֽ ישׁ יָמִ֖ א ֹ֥ ל מְלֵאָ֔ה רֶק֙ פֶּ֙ חַשׁ כַּ֤ הּ כֻּלָּ֗
ן אוֹפָ֑ עַשׁ רַ֣ וְק֖וֹל שׁ֔וֹט ק֣וֹל 2
ה׃ מְרַקֵּדָֽ ה וּמֶרְכָּבָ֖ ר דּהֵֹ֔ וְס֣וּס

ית חֲנִ֔ ק וּבְרַ֣ רֶב֙ חֶ֙ הַב וְלַ֤ ה מַעֲלֶ֗ שׁ פָּרָ֣ 3
גֶר פָּ֑ בֶד וְכֹ֣ ל חָלָ֖ ב וְרֹ֥

ם׃ בִּגְוִיָּתָֽ יכשלו ה לַגְּוִיָּ֔ צֶה֙ קֵ֙ ין וְאֵ֥
ים כְּשָׁפִ֑ בַּעֲלַ֣ת ן חֵ֖ ט֥וֹבַת ה זוֹנָ֔ זְנוּנֵי֣ מֵרבֹ֙ 4
יהָ׃ בִּכְשָׁפֶֽ וּמִשְׁפָּח֖וֹת יהָ בִּזְנוּנֶ֔ גּוֹיִם֙ רֶת הַמֹּכֶ֤

צְבָא֔וֹת יְהוָ֣ה נְאֻם֙ יִךְ אֵלַ֗ הִנְנִ֣י 5
עַל־פָּנָיִ֑ךְ יִךְ שׁוּלַ֖ י וְגִלֵּיתִ֥

קְלוֹנֵֽ ךְ׃ וּמַמְלָכ֖וֹת ךְ מַעְרֵ֔ גוֹיִם֙ י וְהַרְאֵיתִ֤
אִי׃ כְּרֹֽ יךְ וְשַׂמְתִּ֖ יךְ וְנִבַּלְתִּ֑ ים שִׁקֻּצִ֖ יִךְ עָלַ֛ י וְהִשְׁלַכְתִּ֥ 6

וְאָמַר֙ ךְ מִמֵּ֔ יִדּ֣וֹד כָל־ראַֹ֙יִךְ֙ וְהָיָ֤ה 7
ךְ׃ לָֽ ים מְנַחֲמִ֖ שׁ אֲבַקֵּ֥ מֵאַ֛יִן הּ לָ֑ יָנ֣וּד י מִ֖ ה ינְוֵ֔ נִֽ ה שָׁדְּדָ֣
הּ לָ֑ יב סָבִ֣ יִם מַ֖ ים בַּיְאֹרִ֔ שְׁבָה֙ הַיֹּֽ אָמ֔וֹן א ֹ֣ מִנּ יטְבִי֙ הֲתֵֽ 8

הּ׃ חוֹמָתָֽ מִיָּם֖ ם יָ֔ יל אֲשֶׁר־חֵ֣
צֶה קֵ֑ ין וְאֵ֣ יִם וּמִצְרַ֖ ה עָצְמָ֛ כּ֥וּשׁ 9

ךְ׃ בְּעֶזְרָתֵֽ הָי֖וּ ים וְלוּבִ֔ פּ֣וּט
בִי בַשֶּׁ֔ ה הָלְכָ֣ לַגֹּלָה֙ יא גַּם־הִ֗ 10

כָּל־חוּצ֑וֹת אשׁ ֹ֣ בְּר יְרֻטְּשׁ֖וּ יהָ עלָֹלֶ֛ ם גַּ֧
ים׃ בַזִּקִּֽ רֻתְּק֥וּ יהָ וְכָל־גְּדוֹלֶ֖ ל גוֹרָ֔ יַדּ֣וּ יהָ֙ וְעַל־נִכְבַּדֶּ֙

ה עֲלָמָ֑ נַֽ י תְּהִ֖ י תִּשְׁכְּרִ֔ גַּם־אַ֣תְּ 11
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מֵאוֹיֵֽב׃ מָע֖וֹז י תְּבַקְשִׁ֥ גַּם־אַ֛תְּ

1.2.6 3:12 - 19

The last two verses of this section (3:18-19) do not only form a

closure for this section and the book, but also point back to 1:11-15

(Hebrew 1:11-2:1).
A1 3:12-13 "All your fortresses are like fig trees with first-

ripe figs - if shaken they fall into the mouth of
the eater. Behold, your troops are women in your
midst. The gates of your land are wide open to
your enemies; fire has devoured your bars."

B 3:14 "Draw water for the siege; strengthen your forts;
go into the clay; tread the mortar; take hold of the
brick mold!"

A2 3:15-19 "There will the fire devour you; the sword will
cut you off." Your innumerable merchants, your
princes and scribes fly away. "Your shepherds
are asleep, O king of Assyria; your nobles slum-
ber. Your people are scattered on the mountains
with none to gather them... All who hear the
news about you clap their hands over you. For
upon whom has not come your unceasing evil?"

ים עִם־בִּכּוּרִ֑ תְּאֵנִ֖ים יִךְ ל־מִבְצָרַ֔ כָּ֨ 12
ל׃ אוֹכֵֽ י עַל־פִּ֥ וְנָפְל֖וּ אִם־יִנּ֕וֹעוּ
ךְ בְּקִרְבֵּ֔ נָשִׁים֙ ךְ עַמֵּ֤ ה הִנֵּ֨ 13

ךְ אַרְצֵ֑ י שַׁעֲרֵ֣ נִפְתְּח֖וּ פָּת֥וֹחַ יִךְ יְבַ֔ לְאֹ֣
יִך׃ בְּרִיחָֽ שׁ אֵ֖ ה אָכְלָ֥
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יִךְ מִבְצָרָ֑ י חַזְּ קִ֖ ךְ אֲבִי־לָ֔ שַֽׁ מָצוֹר֙ י מֵ֤ 14
ן׃ מַלְבֵּֽ יקִי הַחֲזִ֥ מֶר בַחֹ֖ י וְרִמְסִ֥ יט בַטִּ֛ אִי בֹּ֧

כַּיָּלֶ֑ק ךְ תּאֹכְלֵ֖ רֶב חֶ֔ ךְ תַּכְרִיתֵ֣ שׁ אֵ֔ ךְ תּאֹכְלֵ֣ ם שָׁ֚ 15
ה׃ כָּאַרְבֶּֽ י תְכַּבְּדִ֖ הִֽ לֶק כַּיֶּ֔ ד הִתְכַּבֵּ֣

יִם הַשָּׁמָ֑ י מִכּוֹכְבֵ֖ יִךְ כְלַ֔ רֹֽ הִרְבֵּית֙ 16
ף׃ וַיָּעֹֽ ט פָּשַׁ֖ יֶ֥לֶק

י גֹּבָ֑ כְּג֣וֹב יִךְ וְטַפְסְרַ֖ ה אַרְבֶּ֔ כָּֽ יִךְ֙ מִנְּזָרַ֙ 17
ה קָרָ֔ בְּי֣וֹם בַּגְּדֵרוֹת֙ חוֹנִ֤ים הַֽ

אַיָּֽם׃ מְקוֹמ֖וֹ ע א־נוֹדַ֥ ֹֽ וְל ד וְנוֹדַ֔ זָֽ רְחָה֙ מֶשׁ שֶׁ֤
יךָ אַדִּירֶ֑ יִשְׁכְּנ֖וּ אַשּׁ֔וּר לֶךְ מֶ֣ יךָ֙ רעֶֹ֙ נָמ֤וּ 18

ץ׃ מְקַבֵּֽ ין וְאֵ֥ ים עַל־הֶהָרִ֖ עַמְּךָ֛ שׁוּ נָפֹ֧
ךָ מַכָּתֶ֑ ה נַחְלָ֖ ךָ לְשִׁבְרֶ֔ ה אֵין־כֵּהָ֣ 19
יךָ עָלֶ֔ כַף֙ קְעוּ תָּ֤ שִׁמְעֲךָ֗ י שׁמְֹעֵ֣ ׀ ל כֹּ֣
יד׃ תָּמִֽ רָעָתְךָ֖ ה א־עָבְרָ֥ ֹֽ ל י עַל־מִ֛ י כִּ֗
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