Chapter 1

Outline of Nahum

Based on analysed Hebrew text made visible through colors. i

In the following sections we give the Hebrew text with certain words
colored which belong to paired or joined sections according to our
analysis. In these paired or joined sections these words are either

1. the same

2. or from the same root,
3. synonyms or

4. antonyms.

1. The differences in the counting of the verses in Hebrew and in English
are preserved in both. If not otherwise noted the Hebrew Bible quotations
are according to OpenScriptures.org, ed., Westminster Leningrad Codex, [ac-
cessed September 1, 2012], 2010, http://www.crosswire.org/sword/
modules /ModInfo . jsp ?modName =0SMHE and the English Bible quota-
tions are according to the ESV: Good News Publishers, ed., English Standard
Version, [Accessed May 9, 2011], 2001, http://www. crosswire . org/
sword/modules/ModInfo. jsp?modName=ESV


http://www.crosswire.org/sword/modules/ModInfo.jsp?modName=OSMHB
http://www.crosswire.org/sword/modules/ModInfo.jsp?modName=OSMHB
http://www.crosswire.org/sword/modules/ModInfo.jsp?modName=ESV
http://www.crosswire.org/sword/modules/ModInfo.jsp?modName=ESV
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It is no coincidence that these categories remind us of certain as-
pects of the use of parallelisms in Hebrew poetry. Chiastic struc-
tures are built upon the use of pairs and repetitions. It seems that
this was perceived as beautiful.

1.1  Outline of Nahum in English

The first verse is the title of the book presenting it as an inspired
prophetic vision given by God to Nahum of Elkosh. 1:2-10 is a
theophany of the Lord presenting him as the absolute souvereign
and just Lord and Judge of the universe in front of whom nobody
can stand.

1:11 to 3:19 is the main part of the book which applies the truth
of 1:2-10 to the specific case of Niniveh out of whom somebody
came who planed evil against the Lord. He, the king of Assyria, is
senteced to death and Niniveh the center of his power is utterly de-
stroyed. This results in peace and liberation for Judah which is thus
encouraged to serve God and celebrate his answering her prayers.

1:1 An oracle concerning Nineveh. The book of the
vision of Nahum of Elkosh.
1:2-10 God is the Lord of creation, ruling the heavens,

the earth and its inhabitants with the mountains,
the rivers and the sea. No one can stand before
him when he punishes his enemies.
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1:11-15

2:1-10

2:11-13

3:1-3

3:4-7

3:8-11

3:12-17

3:18-19

From Niniveh came one "who plotted evil against
the LORD, a worthless counselor”, "he is utterly
cut off" with his idolatry. The good news of
God's peace after Niniveh's judgment is brought
over the mountains to Judah who is freed and en-
couraged to celebrate the Lord's holy days.

The defensive powers of Niniveh collapse. She
is plundered by her invading enemies.

Niniveh was the lions' den into which all prey
was carried from all the earth but now the al-
gmighty Lord has turned against her and lets her
be consumed by the invading armies.

"Woe to the bloody city, all full of lies and plun-
der - no end to the prey!" The invasion of the en-
emies fills the city and leaves it full of corpses
without end and everywhere.

Niniveh was the great prostitute, the mistress of
sorceries, that sold nations through her whorings
and sorceries but now the algmighty Lord has
turned against her and disposes her nakedness
and shame before all nations so that all will flee
from her disaster leaving her no comforter.
Niniveh is not better than No-Amon (Thebes).
She shall not escape judgment.

The defensive powers of Niniveh collapse. She
is plundered by her invading enemies.

The shepherds of Assyria's king are asleep, his
people scattered on the mountains. All who hear
the news about him clap their hands over him.
For upon whom has not come his unceasing evil?
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1.2 Nahum's colored Hebrew text structure

1.2.1

1:1
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This is the title and introduction of the whole book.

1.2.2
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1:2-10
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"The LORD is a jealous and avenging God" who
punishes his enemies.

"The LORD is slow to anger and ... will by no
means clear the guilty."

God is the Lord of creation, ruling the heavens,
the earth and its inhabitants with the mountains,
the rivers and the sea. No one can stand before
him when he punishes his enemies.

"The LORD is good, a stronghold in the day of
trouble; he knows those who take refuge in him."
"He will make a complete end of the adver-
saries."
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"From you came one who plotted evil against the
LORD, a worthless counselor... they will be cut
down and pass away."

"Though I have afflicted you, I will afflict you
no more. And now I will break his yoke from off
you and will burst your bonds apart."

"The LORD has given commandment about you:
'No more shall your name be perpetuated; from
the house of your gods I will cut off the carved
image and the metal image. I will make your
grave, for you are vile."

"Behold, upon the mountains, the feet of him
who brings good news, who publishes peace!
Keep your feasts, O Judah; fulfill your vows..."
"...for never again shall the worthless pass
through you; he is utterly cut off."
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"The scatterer has come up against" your face.
"Man the ramparts; watch the road"; strengthen
your loins; "collect all your strength."

"For the Lord is restoring the majesty of Jacob as
the majesty of Israel, for plunderers have plun-
dered them".

The invading army is overwhelmingly powerful.
"The river gates are opened; the palace melts
away; its mistress is stripped; she is carried off...
Nineveh is like a pool whose waters run away...
none turns back."
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C2 2:9-10a  "Take... the spoil of silver, take the spoil of gold:
for there is none end of the store and glory out of
all the pleasant furniture. She is empty, and void,
and waste" (KJV).

B2 2:10b "Hearts melt and knees tremble; anguish is in all
loins."
A2 2:10c "All faces grow pale!"
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1.2.5 2:11-3:11
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Niniveh was the lions' den into which all prey
was carried from all the earth.

But now the algmighty Lord has turned against
her and lets her be consumed by the invading
armies.

"Woe to the bloody city, all full of lies and plun-
der - no end to the prey!" The invasion of the en-
emies fills the city and leaves it full of corpses
without end and everywhere.

Niniveh was the great prostitute, the mistress of
sorceries, that sold nations through her whorings
and sorceries.

But now the algmighty Lord has turned against
her and disposes her nakedness and shame before
all nations so that all will flee from her disaster
leaving her no comforter.

Niniveh is not better than No-Amon (Thebes).
She shall not escape judgment.
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1.2.6 3:12-19

The last two verses of this section (3:18-19) do not only form a

closure for this section and the book, but also point back to 1:11-15

(Hebrew 1:11-2:1).

Al 3:12-13

B 3:14

A2 3:15-19

"All your fortresses are like fig trees with first-
ripe figs - if shaken they fall into the mouth of
the eater. Behold, your troops are women in your
midst. The gates of your land are wide open to
your enemies; fire has devoured your bars."
"Draw water for the siege; strengthen your forts;
go into the clay; tread the mortar; take hold of the
brick mold!"

"There will the fire devour you; the sword will
cut you off." Your innumerable merchants, your
princes and scribes fly away. "Your shepherds
are asleep, O king of Assyria; your nobles slum-
ber. Your people are scattered on the mountains
with none to gather them... All who hear the
news about you clap their hands over you. For
upon whom has not come your unceasing evil?"
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