
The Spir it  of God, Spir it  of the Lord, the Holy Spiri t in the Old Testament

The Word for Spirit in Hebrew (ַרוח ruakh) means also wind, storm, compass point (= 
direction of the wind, like east, west etc.), breath and can speak of the condition of a 
person. When the word ruakh is used together with God or the Lord, it is not always 
translated as "Spirit", but sometimes as "wind" or "storm". The context must help of course 
to decide. But even if we translate "Spirit" of God, the Hebrew native speaker might have 
still felt the presence of the more literal "wind" or "storm" (see Exodus 15:8.10; compare 
also John 3:8). In fact ruakh is another anthropomorphism like the "hand of God" (Ex 6:1) 
or "the arm of the Lord" (Is 53:1): You can say, the "Spirit of God" is the "breath of God" or 
the "wind of God" or the "storm of God". The borders of meaning are dizzy here. What 
unites the "wind" or "spirit" motive is that all is invisible:1 You can see neither of them, 
only the effects of the wind or the spirit on the visible world. That might be a reason why 
the "Spirit" of God or the Lord is used so often: It is a way to see God's invisible hand 
reaching out from the invisible world into ours. 

I. The Qualities of God's Spir it  
A. He is God (Isaiah 30:1; 31:3; 40:13).
B. He is omnipresent (Psalm 139:7).
C. He is omniscient (Is 40:13 in its context).
D. He is holy (Psalm 51:11; Is 63:10; 63:11).
E. He is good (Psalm 143:10; Neh 9:20).
F. He has emotions (Is 63:10 ֹוְעִצְבו אֶת־רוחַ קָדְש; Mic 2:7 הֲקָצַר רוחַ יְהוָה)2.
G. He is sending people for a special task and gives them the gifts they need for that (see 

below): Is 48:16. Which implies a will and a plan with the ability to think. 
H. He is related to the presence of God:

Ezekiel sees the Glory of God coming like a windstorm or whirlwind (רוחַ סְעָרָה) in 
Ez 1:4. Four Cherubs are also part of the mobile throne presence of God with wheels 
and their spirit in the wheels (1:20; 1:21; 10:17).  We can assume that the 
"windstorm" represents the Spirit of God, who is guiding the spirit of the living 
creatures where the throne of God has to go (1:12). 

I. He is related to the word of God (Prov 1:23; Is 34:16).

1: See VANGEMEREN WILLEM A.: «New International Dictionary of Old Testament Theology and Exegesis», 
vol. 3, 1997, p. 1073, article ַרוח.

2 The Hebrew texts are given according to the WLC (Westminster Leningrad Codex, 
http://whi.wts.edu./WHI), as taken from the Sword Module WLC maintained by Martin Gruner 
(http://www.crosswire.org/sword/modules/ModInfo.jsp?modName=WLC).



J. He is likened to
1. wind or storm (Psalm 147:18; Is 40:7),
2. something fluid, often like life giving water (Prov 1:23 the personified wisdom 
is speaking; Is 32:15; 44:3; Joel 2,28-29; Ez 39:29; Zech 12:10),
3. the oil of anointment in 1 Sam 16:13: Samuel anoints David with oil to be king of 
Israel. At the same time God a kind of "anoints" David with the Holy Spirit, so that 
"the Spirit of the LORD came upon David from that day forward" 
 .(וַתִצְלַח רֽוחַ־יְהוָה אֶל־דָוִד מֵהַיֹם הַהוא וָמָעְלָה)

II.  The role of God's Spiri t in  creati on and in  sustaining the creation
A. He had a role in the creation of the world (Gen 1:2),
B. of the heavens (Job 26:13; Ps 33:6),
C. and of the living creatures (Ps 104:30),
D. especially of mankind, creating men and sustaining their life (Gen 6:3; Job 27:3; Job 

32:8; 32:18; 33:4; 34:14; Psalm 104:30; Ecclesiastes 12:7; Is 42:5).

III . The role of God's Spir it  in judgment and salvation
A. During the first exodus 

1. at the Reed Sea: Ex 15:8 "By the blast of your nostrils the waters were piled 
up"3 (ובְרוחַ אפֶיך נֶעֶרְמו מַים), Ex 15:10: "But you blew with your breath, and the 
sea covered them" (נָשַפְתָ בְרוחֲך כִסָמֹ יָם). 
2. guiding Israel through the wilderness to the promised land (רוחַ יְהוָה תְנִיחֶנו),

B. during the second and messianic exodus (Is 11:15),
C. in saving David (2 Sam 22:16 ֹֽמִנִשְמַת רוחַ אפ; Ps 18:15),
D. in judging the wicked (Job 4:9 מִנִשְמַת אֱלֹהַ יאֹבֵדו ומֵרוחַ אפֹ יכְלֽו׃; Job 15:30),
E. in the judgment and salvation of God's People 

Is 4:4 spirit of judgment and spirit of burning (בְרוחַ מִשְפָט ובְרוחַ בָעֵֽר); 
Is 28:6 spirit of judgment (בַיֹם הַהוא יֽהְיֶה יְהוָה צְבָאֹת לַעֲטֶרֶת צְבִי וְלִצְפִירַת 

,( ולְרוחַ מִשְפָט לַיֹשֵב עַל־הַמִשְפָט6תִפְארָה לִשְאר עַמֹֽ׃ 
Is 30:28 as an overflowing stream judging the nations,
Is 40:7 as a blowing hot wind of judgment (ֹכִי רוחַ יְהוָה נָשְבָה ב),
Is 59:19 (כִֽי־יָבֹא כַנָהָר צָר רוחַ יְהוָה נֹסְסָה בֹֽ׃),
Hosea 13:15 (יָבֹא קָדִים רוחַ יְהוָה מִמִדְבָר עֹלֶה),
Zechariah 4:6 (לאֹ בְחַיל וְלאֹ בְכֹחַ כִי אִם־בְרוחִי),
Zech 6:8 ( רְאֵה הַיֹֽצְאִים אֶל־אֶרֶץ צָפֹן הֵנִיחו אֶת־רוחִי בְאֶרֶץ צָפֹֽן׃),
Zech 12:10 (וְשָפַכְתִי עַל־בֵית דָוִיד וְעַל ׀ יֹשֵב יְרושָלַםִ רוחַ חֵן וְתַחֲנונִים וְהִבִיטו אֵלַי אֵת 

3 Quoted according to the Netbible (www.bible.org) as other quotations below.



.(אֲשֶר־דָקָרו

IV. God's Spiri t as In structor and Guide of God's People
A. in the 40 years of the wilderness: "You imparted your good Spirit to instruct them " 

Nehmiah 9:20 (וְרוחֲך הַטֹבָה נָתַתָ לְהַשְכִילָם).
B. God's presence is part of his covenant promise (Hag 2:5 וְרוחִי עֹמֶדֶת בְתֹכְכֶם).

V. God's Spir it  empowering people for certain tasks
A. Helping to be a wise and just ruler

1. Joseph becomes Egypt's vice minister (Gen 41:38),
2. Mose (Numbers 11:25; Is 63:11),
3. Israel's seventy elders (Numbers 11:25-26),
4. Joshua (Numbers 27:18; Dt 34:9),
5. Othniel (Judges 3:10; היה על come upon),
6. Gideon (Judges 6:34 clothed וְרוחַ יְהוָה לָבְשָה אֶת־גִדְעֹן),
7. Jephthah (Judges 11:29 come upon וַתְהִי עַל־יפְתָח רוחַ יְהוָה),
8. Samson (Judges 13:25 ֹוַתָחֶל רוחַ יְהוָה לְפַעֲמ),

Judges 14:6 (וַתִצְלַח עָלָיו רוחַ יְהוָה),
Judges 14:19 (וַתִצְלַח עָלָיו רוחַ יְהוָה),
Judges 15:14 (וַתִצְלַח עָלָיו רוחַ יְהוָה),

9. Saul 1 Sam 10:6 (וְצָלְחָה עָלֶיך רוחַ יְהוָה וְהִתְנַבִיתָ עִמָם וְנֶהְפַכְתָ לְאִיש אחֵֽר׃),
1 Sam 10:10 (וַתִצְלַח עָלָיו רוחַ אֱלהִים וַיִתְנַבֵא בְתֹכָֽם׃ ),
1 Sam 11:6 (וַתִצְלַח רֽוחַ־אֱלהִים עַל־שָאול),
1 Sam 16:14 (וְרוחַ יְהוָה סָרָה מֵעִם שָאול ובִֽעֲתַתו רֽוחַ־רָעָה מֵאֵת יְהוָֽה׃)
1 Sam 19:23 (וַתְהִי עָלָיו גַם־הוא רוחַ אֱלהִים),

10. David (1 Sam 16:13 וַתִצְלַח רֽוחַ־יְהוָה אֶל־דָוִד מֵהַיֹם הַהוא וָמָעְלָה ;
2 Sam 23:2 רוחַ יְהוָה דִבֶר־בִי; 
1 Chron 28:12; Psalm 51:11),

11. The king of Israel as anointed one (Lam 4:20),
12. The Messiah Is 11:2; 11:4; 42:1 (the servant of the Lord); 61:1.

B. Inspiring good workmanship for tabernacle and temple
1. for Tabernacle related work (Ex 28:3; 31:3; 35:31)
2. for the Temple: David's plans given to Solomon 
(1 Chron 28:12 ... וְתַבְנִית כֹל אֲשֶר הָיָה בָרוחַ עִמֹ לְחַצְרֹת בֵית־יְהוָה ).

C. Gift of prophecy:  
1. Israel's 70 elders (Numbers 11:25-26),



2. Balaam (Numbers 24:2),
3. Saul (1 Sam 10:6; 10:10; 19:23),
4. Saul's messengers (1 Sam 19:20), 
5. Elijah (2 Kings 2:9 וִֽיהִי־נָא פִֽי־שְנַים בְרוחֲך אֵלָֽי׃),
6. Elisha (2 Kings 2:9; 2:15 נָחָה רוחַ אֵלִיָהו עַל־אֱלִישָע),
7. Micaiah (1 Kings 22:24; 2 Chron 18:23),
8. Amasai (1 Chronicles 12:18 וְרוחַ לָבְשָה אֶת־עֲמָשַי ),
9. Azariah the son of Oded (2 Chron 15:1 הָיְתָה עָלָיו רוחַ אֱלהִֽים),
10. Jahaziel the son of Zechariah (2 Chron 20:14 הָיְתָה עָלָיו רוחַ יְהוָה),
11. Zechariah the son of Jehoiada (2 Chron 24:20),
12. Ezekiel (Ez 2:2  וַתָבאֹ בִי רוח; 

Ez 3:24 וַתָבאֹ־בִי רוח;
Ez 11:5 וַתִפֹל עָלַי רוחַ יְהוָה),

13. Micah (Mic 3:8 
 וְאולָם אנֹכִי מָלֵאתִי כֹחַ אֶת־רוחַ יְהוָה ומִשְפָט וגְבורָה לְהַגִיד לְיַֽעֲקֹב פִשְעֹ
;(ולְישְרָאֵל חַטָאתֹֽ׃
14. The Holy Spirit working through the prophets 
(Nehemiah 9:30 וַתָעַד בָם בְרוחֲך בְיַד־נְבִיאֶיך ; Hosea 9:7; Joel 2:28; Zech 7:12).

D. Transporting people miraculously from one place to another:
1. Elijah (1 Kings 18:12 וְרוחַ יְהוָה ׀ יֽשָאֲך עַל אֲשֶר לֹֽא־אֵדָע ; 

2 Kings 2:16),
2. Ezekiel  (Ez 3:12 וַתִשָאֵנִי רוח ; 

Ez 3:14 וְרוחַ נְשָאתְנִי ; 
Ez 8:3 ַוַתִשָא אֹתִי רוח;

Ez 11:1 (וַתִשָא אֹתִי רוח); Ez 11:24 (וְרוחַ נְשָאתְנִי); Ez 37:1 (1 הָיְתָה עָלַי יַד־יְהוָה 
.( וַתִשָאֵנִי רוחַ) Ez 43:5 ;(וַיֹצִאֵנִי בְרוחַ יְהוָה וַיְנִיחֵנִי בְתֹך הַבִקְעָה וְהִיא מְלֵאה עֲצָמֹֽת׃

VI. God's Spiri t as a gift for all God's people, his regenerating work
A. Mose's wish (Num 11:29),
B. Isaiah (Is 32:15; 44:3; 59:21),
C. Joel  (2:28-29),
D. Ezekiel (Ez 11:19; 18:31; 36:26; 36:27; Ez 37:5 life for the dry bones; 37:6; 37:8; 37:9; 

 אֲשֶר שָפַכְתִי אֶת־רוחִי עַל־בֵית Ez 39:29 ; וְנָתַתִי רוחִי בָכֶם וִחְייתֶם 37:14 ;37:10
,(ישְרָאֵל

E. Zechariah (Zech 12:10 וְשָפַכְתִי עַל־בֵית דָוִיד וְעַל ׀ יֹשֵב יְרושָלַםִ רוחַ חֵן וְתַחֲנונִים וְהִבִיטו 
.(אֵלַי אֵת אֲשֶר־דָקָרו


