The Spirit of God, Spirit of the Lord, the Holy Spirit in the Old Testament

The Word for Spirit in Hebrew (197 ruakh) means also wind, storm, compass point (=
direction of the wind, like east, west etc.), breath and can speak of the condition of a
person. When the word ruakh is used together with God or the Lord, it is not always
translated as "Spirit", but sometimes as "wind" or "storm". The context must help of course
to decide. But even if we translate "Spirit" of God, the Hebrew native speaker might have
still felt the presence of the more literal "wind" or "storm" (see Exodus 15:8.10; compare
also John 3:8). In fact ruakh is another anthropomorphism like the "hand of God" (Ex 6:1)
or "the arm of the Lord" (Is 53:1): You can say, the "Spirit of God" is the "breath of God" or
the "wind of God" or the "storm of God". The borders of meaning are dizzy here. What
unites the "wind" or "spirit" motive is that all is invisible:' You can see neither of them,
only the effects of the wind or the spirit on the visible world. That might be a reason why
the "Spirit" of God or the Lord is used so often: It is a way to see God's invisible hand
reaching out from the invisible world into ours.
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The Qualities of God's Spirit
. He is God (Isaiah 30:1; 31:3; 40:13).
. He is omnipresent (Psalm 139:7).
. He is omniscient (Is 40:13 in its context).
. He is holy (Psalm 51:11; Is 63:10; 63:11).
. He is good (Psalm 143:10; Neh 9:20).
. He has emotions (Is 63:10 TR MI™NY 123%: Mic 2:7 73T M0 13p0)°%
. He is sending people for a special task and gives them the gifts they need for that (see
below): Is 48:16. Which implies a will and a plan with the ability to think.
. He is related to the presence of God:

ammg 0w

I

Ezekiel sees the Glory of God coming like a windstorm or whirlwind (7799 1137) in
Ez 1:4. Four Cherubs are also part of the mobile throne presence of God with wheels
and their spirit in the wheels (1:20; 1:21; 10:17). We can assume that the
"windstorm" represents the Spirit of God, who is guiding the spirit of the living
creatures where the throne of God has to go (1:12).

I. He is related to the word of God (Prov 1:23; Is 34:16).

1: See VANGEMEREN WILLEM A.: «New International Dictionary of Old Testament Theology and Exegesis»,
vol. 3, 1997, p. 1073, article T137.

2 The Hebrew texts are given according to the WLC (Westminster Leningrad Codex,
http://whi.wts.edu./WHI), as taken from the Sword Module WLC maintained by Martin Gruner
(http://www.crosswire.org/sword/modules/ModInfo.jsp?modName=WLC).



J. He is likened to
1. wind or storm (Psalm 147:18; Is 40:7),
2. something fluid, often like life giving water (Prov 1:23 the personified wisdom
is speaking; Is 32:15; 44:3; Joel 2,28-29; Ez 39:29; Zech 12:10),
3. the oil of anointment in 1 Sam 16:13: Samuel anoints David with oil to be king of
Israel. At the same time God a kind of "anoints" David with the Holy Spirit, so that
"the Spirit of the LORD came upon David from that day forward"
(nb::m NI Qi 773'5&5 MmN nbgm).

II. The role of God's Spirit in creation and in sustaining the creation

A. He had a role in the creation of the world (Gen 1:2),

B. of the heavens (Job 26:13; Ps 33:6),

C. and of the living creatures (Ps 104:30),

D. especially of mankind, creating men and sustaining their life (Gen 6:3; Job 27:3; Job
32:8; 32:18; 33:4; 34:14; Psalm 104:30; Ecclesiastes 12:7; Is 42:5).

III. The role of God's Spirit in judgment and salvation
A. During the first exodus
1. at the Reed Sea: Ex 15:8 "By the blast of your nostrils the waters were piled
up™ (@M MY BN I'_I’H.?ﬂ), Ex 15:10: "But you blew with your breath, and the
sea covered them" (2 1292 M2 NDW).
2. guiding Israel through the wilderness to the promised land (317" 7137 ™M7),
B. during the second and messianic exodus (Is 11:15),
C. in saving David (2 Sam 22:16 IBX M7 NPYM; Ps 18:15),
D. in judging the wicked (Job 4:9 :1927 2% M1 172N TTI98 NAYI: Job 15:30),
E. in the judgment and salvation of God's People
Is 4:4 spirit of judgment and spirit of burning (P2 119723 LEYHN MI2);
Is 28:6 spirit of judgment (N"DX5) *23 NYS NINDY I T RITT O3
WEYRTDY WD 1IYn MDY 6 Ny WD TINeR),
Is 30:28 as an overflowing stream judging the nations,
Is 40:7 as a blowing hot wind of judgment (12 F72W3 77T 1117 °3),
Is 59:19 (:12 TODI MY MM I8 9mID Ri2D),
Hosea 13:15 (F12¥ 72711 M M0 o1p Ri22).
Zechariah 4:6 (*MM2708 "2 1192 51 M2 §D),
Zech 6:8 (:71D3 PIND TTIN IIT 1IDS PINTON DORSTT RT).
Zech 12:10 (P% "9 MW 371 OO 17 M1 ORW 2w 1 5P T 05y "noaY

3 Quoted according to the Netbible (www.bible.org) as other quotations below.



m?j'wcp’gs).

IV. God's Spirit as Instructor and Guide of God's People

A. in the 40 years of the wilderness: "You imparted your good Spirit to instruct them "
Nehmiah 9:20 (2%"215 nny aiLm 7m).

B. God's presence is part of his covenant promise (Hag 2:5 D223 NNd ‘I,‘HW).

V. God's Spirit empowering people for certain tasks
A. Helping to be a wise and just ruler
1. Joseph becomes Egypt's vice minister (Gen 41:38),
. Mose (Numbers 11:25; Is 63:11),
. Israel's seventy elders (Numbers 11:25-26),
. Joshua (Numbers 27:18; Dt 34:9),
. Othniel (Judges 3:10; 5 177 come upon),
. Gideon (Judges 6:34 clothed i T3~PN8 2% M m7Y),
. Jephthah (Judges 11:29 come upon mim M ﬂlﬂ@?'LAJ "Um),
. Samson (Judges 13:25 1'?3;:75‘? A ‘mm)
Judges 14:6 (73 mm 1Sp mHuM),
Judges 14:19 (7™ rm oy moumY),
Judges 15:14 (T2 M 1oy mo3m),
9. Saul 1 Sam 10:6 (: 77N WK A2 ORY D230 ¥ 10 oY YY),
1 Sam 10:10 (:02iN3 X3M z:r-r‘vx i 1*‘7:: n‘vxm ),
1 Sam 11:6 (‘mw by DTN o3RI,
1 Sam 16:14 (:7T¥T DRD 7PN NI DINY 0P 779 M M)
1 Sam 19:23 (z:“r‘vx M99 NI 1*‘7:: *'rm)
10. David (1 Sam 16:13 n‘v::m RITT QIR TITTON I TORM
2 Sam 23:2 *37727 7T M7
1 Chron 28:12; Psalm 51:11),
11. The king of Israel as anointed one (Lam 4:20),
12. The Messiah Is 11:2; 11:4; 42:1 (the servant of the Lord); 61:1.
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B. Inspiring good workmanship for tabernacle and temple
1. for Tabernacle related work (Ex 28:3; 31:3; 35:31)
2. for the Temple: David's plans given to Solomon
(1 Chron 28:12 ... ¥1N"3 NIISAS Y MN2 70 WK 3 i ).

C. Gift of prophecy:
1. Israel's 70 elders (Numbers 11:25-26),



. Balaam (Numbers 24:2),
. Saul (1 Sam 10:6; 10:10; 19:23),
. Saul's messengers (1 Sam 19:20),
. Elijah (2 Kings 2:9 :‘ILT)S M2 DNYTR &;"U’]).
. Elisha (2 Kings 2:9; 2:15 YUPR™Sp 3108 M 11m3),
. Micaiah (1 Kings 22:24; 2 Chron 18:23),
. Amasai (1 Chronicles 12:18 “PRY NN 'IW:L) 197 ).
. Azariah the son of Oded (2 Chron 15:1 n*‘r‘vx 7 1*5:: ).
10. Jahaziel the son of Zechariah (2 Chron 20:14 T A 1‘59 -rn“r),
11. Zechariah the son of Jehoiada (2 Chron 24.20),
12. Ezekiel (Ez 2:2 1m17 "2 ¥20);
Ez 3:24 M7 "27R3D%:
Ez 11:5 M mn "5y Ham),
13. Micah (Mic 3:8
s :PSJ“‘) 'r*:'r‘v T2 LEYMI T MOTRY 112 *nx‘m = n‘vnm
gy Smw*Sw)
14. The Holy Spirit working through the prophets
(Nehemiah 9:30 "R°2177°2 1102 03 YN : Hosea 9:7; Joel 2:28; Zech 7:12).
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D. Transporting people miraculously from one place to another:
1. Elijah (1 Kings 18:12 YN N? W8 DY 787 1 737 M
2 Kings 2:16),
2. Ezekiel (Ez 3:12 1M1 "IR@m ;
Ez 3:14 "R M
Ez 8:3 1117 "R XN
Fz 11:1 (77 "NR XPAD): Bz 11:24 (3083 M): Bz 37:1 (1 M~ "5y 1o
:NIZY FRDR R APRIT TIND TR I M2 WEIN): Ez 43:5 (M0 WM ).

VI. God's Spirit as a gift for all God's people, his regenerating work

A. Mose's wish (Num 11:29),

B. Isaiah (Is 32:15; 44:3; 59:21),

C. Joel (2:28-29),

D. Ezekiel (Ez 11:19; 18:31; 36:26; 36:27; Ez 37:5 life for the dry bones; 37:6; 37:8; 37:9;
37:10; 37:14 O™ 022 M7 "ANN ; Bz 39:20 M35 M08 MO0y Wy
o8,

E. Zechariah (Zech 12:10 %0°37) Q1300 17 M1 ©2W° 383 1 5P 777 0275 "nooe)
IIRTIWR DR OON).



