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Chapter 1

Righteousness in the Old
Testament

1.1 The Different Verb Forms of the Root sdq

The different verb forms with the root sdq are found almost exclu-
sively in cases of conflict or court cases where God or man evaluate
the behavior of God or man. The main context is a legal one. The
numbers relate to the lists of the words with the root sdq in the ap-
pendix (see [Appendix D).

P sadaq be just, be righteousm [22]262, 269, 270, 271, 272, 273,
274, 275, 276, 277, 278, 281, 283, 284, 285, 286, 287, 289, 292,
293, 294, 299;

Gn 38:26; Job 4:17; 9:2.15.20; 10:15; 11:2; 13:18; 15:14; 22:3;
25:4; 33:12; 34:5; 35:7; 40:8; Ps 19:10; 51:4; 143:2; Is 43:9.26;

1. If not otherwise noted the meanings here are given according to Fr.
Brown, S. R. Driver, and Ch. A. Briggs, Hebrew and English Lexicon of the
Old Testament (Oxford, 1980). For this root see p. 842.
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45:25; Ez 16:52.

P33 nistaddaq Hithpa“el "how shall we justify ourselves, clear
ourselves from suspicion?" (p. 843; emphasis there) [1] 263; Gn
44:16.

P18 nisdaq Niph‘al "the holy place shall be put right, in a right
condition" (p. 842) [1] 300; Dn 8:14.

MR8 ete. siddagah Pi‘€l justify, make to appear righteous (p.
842) [5] 280, 282, 297, 298, 299;

Job 32:2; 33:32; Jer 3:11; Ez 16:51.52.

P78 hisdiq 1. do justice, in administering the law; 2. declare
righteous, justify, 3. justify, vindicate the cause of, save, 4. make
righteous, turn to righteousness (p. 842-843) [21] 264, 265, 266,
267, 268, 279, 288, 290, 291, 295, 296, 301;

Ex 23:7; Dt 25:1; 2 Sm 15:4; 1 Kgs 8:32; 2 Chr 6:23; Job 27:5; Ps
82:3; Prv 17:15; Is 5:23; 50:8; 53:11; Dn 12:3.

1.2 The Righteous Deeds of the Lord

The righteous deeds of the Lord occur four times in the OT. In all
these sections the phrases can be understood within a legal context:
As arighteous judge God saves the oppressed people from their op-
pressors. In these cases Israel is saved from the oppression of other
nations. Therefore the righteous deeds of the Lord mean salvation,
but still they are phrase is a legal one. Similar is true for the phrase
in the singular where God's righteousness often implies salvation
also of individuals from enemies or troubles.

mm mpjx sidq6t YHWH 'righteous acts" of God (p. 842) 10,
11, 138, 145;

Jgs 5:11; 1 Sm 12:7; Dn 9:16; Mic 6:5.
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In these four places the ESVE translates "the righteous triumphs
of the Lord" (Jgs 5:11), "concerning all the righteous deeds of the
Lord that he performed for you and for your fathers" (1 Sm 12:7),
"0 Lord, according to all your righteous acts, let your anger and
your wrath turn away from your city Jerusalem" (Dn 9:16). "O
my people, remember what Balak king of Moab devised, and what
Balaam the son of Beor answered him, and what happened from
Shittim to Gilgal, that you may know the saving acts of the Lord"
(Mic 6:5). In all these four sections the "righteous deeds of the
Lord" speak of God's saving deeds which are positive for Israel.
In Mic 6:5 God saved Israel from the plan of Balak king of Moab
who had planned to curse Israel through Balaam. The righteous
deeds of the Lord in 1 Sm 12 include the liberation from the slav-
ery in Egypt and their coming into the promised land (1 Sm 12:8),
and their deliverance out of the hand of their enemies on every side
through Gideon, Barak, Jephthah and Samuel (1 Sm 12:9-11). The
key idea in these sections is that God is faithful to his covenant and
his people and when they cry out to him from their oppressors, he
saves them from the enemies. This context is also true for Jgs 5:11
and Dn 9:16 where Daniel continues to pray in intercession to God
for his people Israel in 9:17-19.

NPTR I NPT sidgat YHWH, sidqato 30, 40, 43, 48, 54, 58,
59, 93, 96

2. If not noted otherwise, the English quotations are from the Good News
Publishers, ed., English Standard Version, [Accessed May 9, 2011], 2001, ht
tp://www.crosswire.org/sword/modules/ModInfo.jsp?m
odName=ESV.


http://www.crosswire.org/sword/modules/ModInfo.jsp?modName=ESV
http://www.crosswire.org/sword/modules/ModInfo.jsp?modName=ESV
http://www.crosswire.org/sword/modules/ModInfo.jsp?modName=ESV
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1.3 The Lord is righteous.

The sentence, “The Lord is righteous.” presents righteousness as a
quality of God. It can mean especially that God is right or righteous
in a certain context. Again the main context is legal.
58 P8 T P8 saddiq YHWH, saddiq el 323, 324, 325,
326, 338, 341, 376, 378, 382, 464, 469, 472, 488, 494;
2 Chr 12:6; Ezr 9:15; Neh 9:8.33; Ps 7:10-13; 11:5-7; 119:137;
129:4; 147:17; Is 45:21; Jer 12:1; Lam 1:18; Dn 9:14; Zep 3:5.
When the princes of Israel and the king humble themselves and
say, “The Lord is righteous.” (2 Chr 12:6), they mean what is just
written before “Thus says the Lord, ‘You abandoned me, so I have
abandoned you to the hand of Shishak.”” (2 Chr 12:5). They ac-
knowledge both, that God's retributive justice is correct and that he
has spoken right through his prophet. The same idea that God is
just in fulfilling the threats in case of breaking the covenant is also
discernible in Dn 9:14. The same context of acknowleging God's
being just and at the same time the sins of the people is also found
in Ezra 9:15; Neh 9:33; Lam 1:18 in the context of intercession.

"The Lord is righteous in all his ways" (Ps 145:17), speaks of
God's being righteous in such a way that he can not be unjust. All
his dealings, all his doings are in agreement with his view of what
is right and just. God is just in fighting the evildoers (Zep 3:5). Is
45:21 presents God's being just together with his being the savior.
God is arighteous judge in saving the upright in heart and punishing
the evil (Ps 7:10-13; 11:5-7; 129:4. In Jer 12:1 Jeremiah confesses
that God is righteous and therefore he comes to God with his court
case against the wicked who want to kill him (cf. Jer 11:18-20).
God is just in fulfilling his word (Neh 9:8).

God is also righteous in giving righteous commandments, le-
gal decisions, righteous testimonies and a truthful revelation (Ps
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119:137-138)..

1.4 Right Sacrifices

The "right sacrifices" are not "sacrifices that give you righteous-
ness", but "sacrifices which are right before God, acceptable to
God".

P18 37 zibh€ sedeq "right peace-offerings” (p. 841) 156, 165,
185; Dt 33:19; Ps 4:5; 51:19.

1.5 Contexts of the Words with the Root P'IB
sdq

The words we are talking here about are not only the synonyms
or antonyms of the different words with the root P73 sdq. Often
several "positive" expressions (like salvation, righteousness, bless-
ings etc.) form a group and are seen quite often together. Even the
corresponding "negative" expressions (like wickedness, perdition,
curse etc.) might be presented in similar contexts as an opposite
group forming a contrast. The words presented below are some-
times in a verse before or after the verse with the sdq-word. The
words used in the same contexts as the sdg-words are not listed in
all occurences. Only the words of the root sdq are perhaps listed
almost completely.
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1.6 Synonyms of the Corresponding Words of
the sdq-Group

Many of the following words are like synonyms of the correspond-
ing words of the sdg-group. They are often found in a legal context
and in the ethical evaluation of people's way of life.

1 naqi clean, free from, exempt (p. 667) 264, 311, 329, 330, 368;
Ex 23:7; Job 22:19; 27:17; Ps 94:21.

= ysr be smooth, straight, right (p. 448) 28, 66, 238, 493;

Ps 5:8; Prv 11:5; Is 45:13; Hb 2:4.

AW* yoser straightness, uprightness (p. 449) 6, 200, 428;

Dt 9:5; Ps 119:7; Prv 17:26.

MW" yosarah uprightness (p. 449) 17; 1 Kgs 3:6

MW" yasar straight, right (p. 449) 29, 67, 159, 194, 219, 315, 341,
345, 362, 369, 371, 376, 379, 435, 449, 461;

Ps 11:7; Prv 11:6; Job 8:6; Ps 94:15; Prv 16:13; Dt 32:4; Ps 11:7;
33:1; 64:10; 97:11; 112:4; 119:37; 140:13; Prv 21:18; 29:27; Is
26:7.

D" mésarim evenness, uprightness, equity (p. 449)

89, 169, 187, 198, 213, 214, 239, 461;

Is 33:15; Ps 9:8; 58:2; 98:9; Prv 1:3; 2:9; Is 45:19; 26:7.

=31 misor level place, uprightness (p. 449) 227; Is 11:04.

On 0%AR tam tammim complete, perfect, innocent (p. 1070-1071)
66, 272; Prv 11:5; Job 9:20.

TN tummah integrity (p. 1070) 161, 279; Job 31:6; 27:5.

0P tom completeness, integrity (p. 1070) 166, 432; Ps 7:8; Prv
20:7.

QR tmm be complete, finished (p. 1070) 277; Job 22:3 (make
sound thy ways).

00 tamim complete, sound (p. 1071) 170, 302, 315, 327;
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Ps 15:2; Gn 6:9; Dt 32:4; Job 12:4.

1 zak pure, clean 159; Job 8:6;

1127 zakah be clear, clean, pure, always in moral sense (p. 269)
276, 278, 287; Job 15:14; 25:4; Ps 51:4.

9 taher be clean, pure (p. 372) 269; Job 4:17

=Y taher clean, pure (p. 373) 286, 328, 456;

Ps 19:9; Job 17:9; Eccl 9:2.

=2 bor cleannes, pureness (p. 141) 15, 16, 173, 174;

2 Sm 22:21.25; Ps 18:20.24.

"3V ‘ani poor, afflicted, humble (p. 776) 221, 333, 495;

Prv 31:9; Job 36:6; Zec 9:9.

]1":& ’byon in want, needy, poor (p. 2) 221, 489, 490; Prv 31:9;
Am 2:6; 5:12.

54 dal low, weak, poor, thin (p. 195) 227, 447; Is 11:4; Prv 29:7.

1Y ‘anaw poor, afflicted, humble, meek (p. 776) 227, 261; Is 11:4;
Zep 2:3.

1Y ‘@nawah humility, meekness (p. 776) 261; Zep 2:3.

N7 yare’ to fear (p. 431) 149; Mal 4:2;

187" yare’ n.f. fear (p. 432) 318; 2 Sm 23:3.

1.7 Antonyms of the Corresponding Words of
the sdq-Group

Many of the following words are like antonyms of the correspond-
ing words of the sdq-group. They are often found in a legal context
and in the ethical evaluation of people's way of life.
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SJW'IT rasa‘ Qal be wicked, act wickedlyﬂ 273; Job 10:15

Y77 hirsia® Hiph‘il condemn as guilty, act wickedly (p. 957)
18, 265, 267, 272, 285, 290, 314, 320, 326, 332, 368, 427,

1 Kgs 8:32; Dt 25:1; 1 Kgs 8:32; Job 9:20; 40:8; Prv 17:15; Dt
25:1; 1 Kgs 8:32; Neh 9:33; Job 34:17; Ps 94:21; Prv 17:15.

SJ@?'IT rasa‘ wicked, criminal (p. 957) 18, 21, 66, 68, 73, 82, 124,
127, 129, 130, 135, 220, 224, 227, 231, 264, 265, 267, 268, 290,
291, 304, 310, 311, 314, 317, 320, 322, 333, 334, 335, 337, 339,
340, 344, 348, 349, 350, 351, 352, 356, 360, 366, 378, 385, 386,
388, 389, 390, 391, 392, 393, 395, 396, 397, 398, 401, 403, 405,
408, 410, 411, 412, 413, 415, 416, 417, 418, 421, 422, 423, 424,
425, 426, 427, 429, 433, 435, 438, 439, 440, 441, 442, 443, 444,
445, 448, 450, 451, 454, 456, 469, 476, 479, 480, 482, 483, 491,
492, 496

1 Kgs 8:32; 2 Chr 6:23; Prv 11:5; 11:18; 15:9; Is 5:23; Ez 18:20.24;
18:27; 33:12.19; Prv 25:5; Eccl 7:15; Is 11:4; 26:10; Ex 23:7;
Dt 25:1; 1 Kgs 8:32;0 2 Chr 6:23; Prv 17:15; Is 5:23; Gn 18:23;
Ex 9:27; Ex 23:7; Dt 25:1; 2 Sm 4:11; 1 Kgs 8:32; 2 Chr 6:23;
Job 36:6-7; Ps 1:5-6; 7:10; 11:2-5; 32:10-11; 34:21; 37:12.16.17;
37:21.32; 58:10; 75:10; 129:4; Prv 3:33; 4:18-19; Prv 10:3.6.7.11;
10:16.20.24; 10:25.28.30; 11:8.10.23; 11:31; 12:5.7.10.12; 12:21.26;
13:5.9; 13:25; 14:19.32; 15:6.28.29; 17:15; 18:5; 21:12.18; 24:15.16;
24:24; 25:26; 28:1.12; 28:28; 29:2; 29:16; Eccl 3:17; 7:15; 8:14;
9:2; Jer 12:1; Ez 13:22; 18:20.24; 21:8.9; Hb 1:4.13; Mal 3:18.
m;r;h ris‘ah wickedness (p. 958) 5, 6, 66, 71, 124, 129, 130, 135,

3. If not otherwise noted the meanings here are given according to Brown,
Driver, and Briggs, Hebrew and English Lexicon of the Old Testament. For
this root see p. 957.

4. Some verses are repeatedly given because they have severally words in
them which put them in several numbers, as this verse is listed under 018 and
267 etc.



1.7. ANTONYMS OF SDQ-WORDS 9

479;

Dt 9:4.5; Prv 11:5; 13:6; Ez 18:20.27; 33:12.19; 18:20.

PUM) resa‘ (p. 957) 26, 64, 75, 130, 182, 222, 377, 409

Job 35:8; Prv 10:2; 16:12; Ez 33:12; Ps 45:7; Eccl 3:16.16; Ps
125:3; Prv 12:3.

U7 7P7) ra‘, ra‘ah bad, evil (p. 948) 69, 224, 287, 316, 347, 404,
419, 422, 439

Prv 11:19; Eccl 7:15; Ps 51:4; 1 Sm 24:18; Ps 34:20; Prv 11:21;
13:21; 14:19; 24:16.

1% ‘awon iniquity, guilt or punishment of iniquity (p. 731) 38,
111, 123, 124, 138, 258, 263, 296, 466, 473, 479

Ps 69:27-28!; Is 64:6; Ez 18:19.20; Dn 9:16.24; Gn 44:16; Is 53:11;
53:11; Lam 4:13; Ez 18:20.

N7 hét’ sin (p. 307) 138; Dn 9:16.

TINB hatta’ah 298, 473; Ez 16:51; Lam 4:13.

DR®T hatta’t sin, sin offering (p. 308) 119, 125, 127, 256, 258;
392, 474, 480;

Ez 3:20; 18:21; 18:24; 3:20; Dn 9:24; Prv 10:16; Ez 3:20; 18:24.
N7 hatta’ sinful, sinners (p. 308) 334, 419; Ps 1:5; Prv 13:21.
N7 hata’ miss (a goal or way), go wrong, sin (p. 306) 127, 130,
287, 298, 310, 408, 420, 453, 475, 479, 480, 485;

Ez 18:24; 33:12; Ps 51:4; Ez 16:51; Ex 9:27; Prv 11:31; 13:22;
Eccl 7:20; Ez 3:21; 18:20.24; 33:12.

M2YIN to6‘dbah abomination (p. 1072) 298, 427, 480; Ez 16:51;
Prv 17:15; Ez 18:24.

D2V hit‘abt Hiph‘il make abominable, do abominably (p. 1073)
299; Ez 16:52.

T ‘5575 po‘dlé ’awen. ’awen: trouble, sorrow, wickedness (p.
19). po‘élé: doers (p. 821; here: doers of evil). 342, 367, 434;

Ps 14:4-5; 92:9.12; Prv 21:15.

=798 sorer vexer, harasser (p. 865) 364, 490; Ps 69:19; Am 5:12.
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ST hanep profane, irreligious (p. 338) 402; Prv 11:9.

5;7?; ma‘al act unfaithfully, treacherously (p. 591) 127, 137, 480;
Ez 18:24; Dn 9:7; Ez 18:24.

‘7:_7?_3 ma‘al unfaithful, treacherous act (p. 591) 127, 137, 480; Ez
18:24; Dn 9:7; Ez 18:24.

SJWB pesa‘ transgression (p. 833) 126, 130, 258, 414, 446, 448,
485;

Ez 18:22; 33:12; Dn 9:24; Prv 12:13; 29:6.16; Ez 33:12.

51;7 ‘awel injustice, unrighteousness (p. 732) 119, 127, 128, 131,
134, 150, 256, 315, 449, 474, 480, 481, 486, 487;

Ez 3:20; 18:24.26; 33:13.18; Lv 19:15; Ez 3:20; Dt 32:4; Prv 29:27;
Ez 3:20; 18:24.26; 33:13.18.

.'I'?jS_J ‘awlah injustice, unrighteousness, wrong (p. 732) 157, 377,
494;

Job 6:29; Ps 125:3; Zep 3:5.

NW tame’ unclean (p. 379) 111, 456; Is 64:5; Eccl 9:2.

=M $ohad present, bribe (p. 1005) 312, 313, 458; Ex 23:8; Dt
16:19; Isa 5:23.

v HWP goseh ‘orep. ‘orep: back of neck, neck. Here with
goaseh: stiff of neck, obstinate (p. 791) 7; Dt 9:6.

M7 mirmah deceit, treachery (p. 941) 171, 218, 358, 410;

Ps 17:1; Prv 12:17; Ps 52:4.6; Prv 12:5.

'IPW Seqer deception, disappointment, falsehood (p. 1055) 186,
218, 264, 311, 343, 417;

Ps 52:3; Prv 12:17; Ex 23:7; Ex 23:7; Ps 31:18; Prv 13:5.
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1.8 Positive Things which Accompany Righ-
teousness

The following words represent positive things which are found to-
gether with righteousness in the Bible as for example the promise
of life (see 364). The expressions for the divine deeds of salvation
should be understood as deeds of God the king and judge (cf. 105-
106) where righteousness, salvation, vengeance and zeal are parts
of the armor of God (Is 59:16-18):

16 He saw that there was no man,

and wondered that there was no one to intercede;
then his own arm brought him salvation,

and his righteousness upheld him.

17 He put on righteousness as a breastplate,

and a helmet of salvation on his head;

he put on garments of vengeance for clothing,
and wrapped himself in zeal as a cloak.

18 According to their deeds, so will he repay,
wrath to his adversaries, repayment to his enemies;
to the coastlands he will render repayment.

11 hayah live (p. 310) 154, 208, 475, 478, 480, 485, 486, 493;
Dt 16:20; Ps 119:144; Ez 3:21; 18:9.24; 33:12.13; Hb 2:4.

017 hayyim life (p. 313) 364, 391, 392, 407;

Ps 69:28; Prv 10:11.16; 11:30.

[M] ow $em YHWH name (p. 1027), with the name of God:
name of the Lord; 47, 60, 149, 167, 175, 183;

Ps 89:16; 143:11; Mal 4:2; Ps 7:17; 23:3; 48:10.

PR3 nsl Pi‘€l deliver (p. 664) Hiph‘il rescue, deliver (p. 664-5)
37,39, 64, 67, 120, 121, 130;

Ps 51:14; 71:2; Prv 10:2; 11:6; Ez 14:14.20; 33:12.
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o plt Pi‘€l bring into security, deliver (p. 812) 39; Ps 71:2.
Y y3§¢ Niph‘al be saved in battle, victorious (p. 446) 495; Zec
9:9.

Hiph‘il deliver, save (p. 446) 39, 105, 110, 464,

Ps 71:2; Is 59:16; 63:1; 45:21.

DY yeSa“ deliverance, rescue, salvation (p. 447)

89b, 108, 188, 237, 241;

Is 45:8; 61:10; Ps 65:5; Is 45:8; 51:5.

ﬂ;JﬂWj yasii‘ah salvation, deliverance, victory (p. 447) 48, 96, 97,
100, 106, 205, 247, 374;

Ps 98:2; Is 51:6.8; 56:1; 59:17; Ps 119:123; Is 62:1; Ps 118:15.
TISTJWDN tosi‘ah deliverance, salvation (p. 448) 37, 40, 93, 357;

Ps 51:14; 71:15; Is 46:13; Ps 37:39.

mbw $alom completeness, soundness, welfare, peace (p. 1022)
45, 83, 87, 95, 98, 107, 177, 190, 365;

Ps 72:3; Is 9:7; 32:17; 48:18; 54:14; 60:17; Ps 35:27; 85:10; 72:7.
1377 hon wealth, sufficiency (p. 223) 55, 56; Ps 112:3.9.

'1‘13; kabod abundance, honour, glory (p. 458) 197, 244, 248; Ps
97:6; Is 58:8; 62:2.

.'I'?TII? tohillah praise, song of praise (p. 239) 109, 178, 183, 246;
Is 61:11; Ps 35:28; 48:10; Is 61:3.

Hf_:fy $amabh rejoice, be glad (p. 970) 344, 362, 363, 370, 418, 446;
Ps 32:11; 64:10; 68:3; 97:12; Prv 13:9; 29:6.

137 rinnén Pi‘el give a ringing cry, in joy, exultation, esp. in praise
(p. 943) 345; Ps 33:1.

I 3TN N9123gobirdt *ddonay YWHW ESV: the mighty deeds
of the Lord GOD 41; Ps 71:16.

732 gibbor strong, mighty (p. 150) 465; Is 49:24.

1Y) godolot ESV: great things 42; Ps 71:19.

W ‘0z ESV: strength 91; Is 45:24.

898 pele’ wonder (p. 810) 46; Ps 88:12.
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1273 barakah blessing (p. 139) 31, 389, 390;

Ps 24:5; Prv 10:6.7.

773 bérak Pi‘el: adore God with bended knees, bless (p. 138-139)
336; Ps 5:12

QA7 rahdmim compassion (p. 933) 259; Hos 2:19.

03177 rahlim compassionate (p. 933) 371; Ps 112:4.

Q171 morahém Pi‘el Part. someone who has compassion, is com-
passionate (p. 933) 373; Ps 116:5.

197 hann{in gracious (p. 337) 371, 373; Ps 112:4; 116:5.

71017 hesed goodness, kindness (p. 338) 34, 35, 36, 51, 72, 78, 113,
140, 190, 193, 229, 259, 260, 467;

Ps 36:6-7.10; 40:10; 103:17; Prv 14:34; 21:21; Jer 9:24; Hos 10:12;
Ps 85:11; 89:14; Is 16:5; Hos 2:19; 10:12; Is 57:1.

"0 hasid kind, pious (p. 339) 382; Ps 145:17.

23 thb good things, goods, goodness (p. 375) 61; Ps 145:7.
729 23 tob, tobah pleasant, agreeable, good (p. 373) 316, 384,
419, 420, 422, 453, 456, 457,

1 Sm 24:18; Prv 2:20; 13:21.22; 14:19; Eccl 7:20; 9:2; Is 3:10.
=lo]gigig) 5xal tithakkam Hithpa“‘€l make or shew thyself wise (p.
314) 452; Eccl 7:16.

021 hakam wise (p. 314) 387, 407, 437, 455;

Prv 9:9; 11:30; 23:24; Eccl 9:1.

M2 hokmah wisdom (p. 315) 62, 399; Prv 8:18; 10:31.

DY ’emet firmness, faithfulness, truth (p. 54) 17, 36, 94, 104,
112, 147, 170, 181, 190, 191, 193, 207, 209, 229, 286, 292, 326,
478;

1 Kgs 3:6; Ps 40:10; Is 48:1; 59:14; Jer 4:2; Zec 8:8; Ps 15:2; 45:4;
85:10.11; 89:14; 119:142.160; Is 16:5; Ps 19:9; Is 43:9; Neh 9:33;
Ez 18:9.

TR *€minah firmness, steadfastness, faithfulness, trust (p. 53)
34, 36, 59, 195, 202, 206, 218, 228, 245, 315, 493;
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Ps 36:6; 40:10; 143:1; 96:13; 119:75.138; Prv 12:17; Is 11:5; 59:4;
Dt 32:4; Hb 2:4.

187 h¢’emin Hiph‘il stand firm, trust, believe (p. 53) 1; Gn
15:6.

71383 ne’&manah Niph‘al participle feminine; reliable, faithful,

trusty (p. 53) 225, 226; Is 1:21.26.
028 *€munim faithfulness (p. 53) 460; Is 26:2.

1.9 The Area of Speech and Teaching

There are also expressions used together with righteousness which
belong to the area of speech and teaching. Righteousness has also
to do with words, teaching, commandments and the law of God.
.'ljﬁﬁ torah direction, instruction, law (p. 435) 58, 180, 207, 236,
242, 491;

Ps 119:142; 40:8-9; 119:142; Is 42:21; 51:7; Hb 1:4.

71 moreh teacher (p. 435) 141; Joel 2:23.

m17° yoreh Hiph‘il "and rain righteousness for you" (p. 435) 260;
Hos 10:12.

DY da‘at knowledge (p. 395) 296; Is 53:11.

1338 siwwah Pi‘€l lay charge (upon), give charge (to), charge, com-
mand, order (p. 845) 2, 152, 206; Gn 18:19; Dt 1:16; Ps 119:138.
11131 miswah commandment (p. 846) 4, 95, 211; Dt 6:25; Is 48:18;
Ps 119:172.

Pﬁ hoq something prescribed, a statute or due (p. 349) 123, 125,
478; Ez 18:19.21; 18:9.

1PPI‘I‘ yohoqoqli ESV: "rulers decree what is just" (emphasis mine)
216; Prv 8:15.
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D*77P2 piqudim precepts (p. 824) 57; Ps 119:40.

DIV ‘edot testimonies (p. 730) 206, 208; Ps 119:138.144.

Ty ‘€d witness (p. 729) 292; Is 43:9.

727 dabar speech, word (p. 182) 6, 90, 209, 264, 274, 287, 312,
313, 417;

Dt 9:5; Is 45:23; Ps 119:160; Ex 23:7; Job 11:2; Ps 51:4; Ex 23:8;
Dt 16:19; Prv 13:5.

737 D3Pqwm dabar ESV: confirm the word, keep the promise 6,
325; Dt 9:5; Neh 9:8.

=37 dibbér Pi‘¢el speak (p. 180) 186, 263, 355, 469;

Ps 52:3; Gn 44:16; Ps 37:30; Jer 12:1.

=27 dober Qal participle; speak (p. 180) 219, 239, 343; Prv 16:13;
Is 45:19; Ps 31:18.

"3 bissar Pi‘el 1. gladden with good tidings, 2. bear tidings, 3.
herald as glad tidings (p. 142) 180; Ps 40:9.

TR ’amar utter, say (p. 55) 263; Gn 44:16.

2R omer speech, word (p. 56) 215; Prv 8:8.

11718 *imrah utterance, speech, word (p. 57) 205, 211; Ps 119:123.172.
791 misar discipline, chastening, correction (p. 416) 213; Prv
1:3.

YW hismia‘ Hiph‘il cause to hear, tell, make proclamation (p.
1034) 292, 463, 464; Is 43:9; 41:26; 45:21.

%97 higgid Hiph‘il tell, declare, confess (p. 616-17) 218, 239,
292, 463, 464,

Prv 12:17; Is 45:19; 43:9; 41:26; 45:21.

le? qara’ call, proclaim, read (p. 894) 233, 235; Is 41:2; 42:6.
ﬂ@fp sapah lip, speech, edge (p. 973) 219, 274, 343, 394, 400, 414,
Prv 16:13; Job 11:2; Ps 31:18; Prv 10:21.

113 peh mouth (p. 804) 221; Prv 31:9.
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1.10 Words Representing People's Deeds and
their Way of Life

777 derek way, road, distance, journey, manner (p. 202) 18, 21,
66, 70, 249, 267, 315, 320, 328, 469;

1 Kgs 8:32; 2 Chr 6:23; Prv 11:5; 12:28; Is 64:5; 1 Kgs 8:32; Dt
32:4; 1 Kgs 8:32; Job 17:9; Jer 12:1.

T['?mjn hithallek walk, walk about, move to and fro (p. 235) 302;
Gn 6:9.

MY ma‘dseh deed, work (p. 795) 101; Is 57:12.

1.11 Words Belonging to the Legal Context

Words of a legal context are most often seen together with the words
of the sdg-group.

WY Sapat Qal; judge, govern (p. 1047) 18, 150, 152, 153, 166,
169, 176, 187, 195, 221, 227, 241, 265, 266, 267, 268, 271, 288,
314, 320, 322, 450, 469, 484;

1 Kgs 8:32; Lv 19:15; Dt 1:16; 16:18; Ps 7:8; 9:8; 35:24; 58:2;
96:13; Prv 31:9; Is 11:4; 51:5; Dt 25:1; 2 Sm 15:4; 1 Kgs 8:32; 2
Chr 6:23; Job 9:15; Ps 82:3; Dt 25:1; 1 Kgs 8:32; 2 Chr 6:23; Eccl
3:17; Jer 12:1; Ez 23:45.

BY $opet Qal participle; a judge (p. 1047) 152, 153, 168, 184,
217, 226, 229, 250, 266, 306, 338, 361;

Dt 1:16; 16:18; Ps 9:4; 50:6; Prv 8:16; Is 1:26; 16:5; Jer 11:20; 2
Sm 15:4; Gn 18:25; Ps 7:11; 58:12.

WY niSpat Niph‘al participle; one who enters into controversy
(p. 1048) 245; Is 59:4.
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WEWR miSpat judgment, justice, ordinance, decision, right (p. 1048-
49) 2, 9, 13, 19, 20, 22, 27, 33, 34, 44, 50, 52, 63, 74, 77, 79, 80,
81, 83, 85, 86, 88, 99, 100, 102, 103, 104, 112, 113, 114, 115, 122,
123, 125, 129, 132, 133, 135, 136, 142, 143, 144, 146, 150, 153,
158, 160, 162, 168, 179, 183, 189, 193, 194, 196, 198, 200, 201,
202, 203, 204, 209, 210, 213, 214, 222, 223, 225, 229, 230, 232,
243, 251, 259, 261, 265, 283, 285, 286, 289, 295, 306, 313, 314,
315, 332, 333, 334, 355, 376, 410, 429, 434, 477, 478, 484, 491,
494;

Gn 18:19; Dt 33:21; 2 Sm 8:15; 1 Kgs 10:9; 1 Chr 18:14; 2 Chr
9:8; Job 37:23; Ps 33:5; 36:6; 72:1; 103:6; 106:3; Prv 8:20; 16:8;
21:3; Is 1:27; 5:7.16; 9:7; 28:17; 32:16; 33:5; 54:17; 56:1; 58:2;
59:9.14; Jer 4:2; 9:24; 22:3.15; Ez 18:5.19; 18:21.27; 33:14.16;
33:19; 45:9; Am 5:7.24; 6:12; Mic 7:9; Lv 19:15; Dt 16:18; Job
8:3; 29:14; 35:2; Ps 9:4; 37:6; 48:10-11; 72:2; 89:14; 94:15; 97:2;
98:9; 119:7.62; 119:75.106; 119:121; 119:160.164; Prv 1:3; 2:9;
Eccl 3:16; 5:7; Is 1:21; 16:5; 26:9; 32:1; 58:2; Jer 22:13; Hos 2:19;
Zep 2:3; Dt 25:1; Job 34:5; 40:8; Ps 19:9; 143:2; Is 50:8; Gn 18:25;
Dt 16:19; 25:1; 32:4; Job 34:17; 36:6-7; Ps 1:5; 37:30; 119:137; Prv
12:5; 18:5; 21:15; Ez 18:5.9; 23:45; Hb 1:4; Zep 3:5.

1" din judgment (p. 192) 168; Ps 9:4.

1" dyn to judge (p. 192) 166, 169, 189, 221, 447;

Ps 7:8; Ps 9:8; 72:2; Prv 31:9; 29:7.

27 rib noun, masculine; strife, disput (p. 936) 250, 265, 266, 314,
431, 470;

Jer 11:20; Dt 25:1; 2 Sm 15:4; Dt 25:1; Prv 18:17; Jer 20:12.

27 ryb Qal; strive, contend, conduct a (legal) case (p. 936) 295,
469; Is 50:8; Jer 12:1.

2371 hokiah Hiph‘il decide, adjudge, prove, convince, reprove,
correct (p. 406-407) 227, 380, 462; Is 11:4; Ps 141:5.

O3 nagam vengeance (p. 668) 106, 360; Is 59:16; Ps 58:10.
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M1P3 nogamah vengeance (p. 668) 250, 470; Jer 11:20; 20:12.

1.12  Words of Killing and Destruction

Several words related to killing and destruction are used together
with sdq-words, partly also to denote sins as not being in in accor-
dance with righteousness.

op? zo‘em Qal participle, someone who is indignant, expresses in-
dignation in speech, denounces, curses (p. 276) 338; Ps 7:11.
]ﬁ"?b kilayon 1. failing, pining, 2. annihilation (p. 479) 84; Is
10:22.

ﬂ?; kalah completion, complete destruction, consumption, anni-
hilation (p. 478) 85; Is 28:17.

1127 hikkah Hiph‘il 1. smite, strike, 2. smite fatally, 3. smite =
attack (p. 645-46) 227, 321; Is 11:4; 2 Kgs 10:9.

1199 sapah sweep away, snatch away (p. 705) 304, 305; Gn 18:23.24.
1777 harag kill, slay (p. 246) 309, 311, 317, 319, 321;

Gn 20:4; Ex 23:7; 2 Sm 4:11; 1 Kgs 2:32; 2 Kgs 10:9.

R mat die (p. 559) 256, 474, 479, 481, 486, 487;

Ez 3:20; 3:20; 18:20.26; 33:13.18.

DA77 hémit Hiph‘il kill, put to death (p. 560) 227, 306; Is 11:4;
Gn 18:25.
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1.13 Expressions which Represent some Kind
of Retribution or Answer

27 hesib Hiph‘il cause to return, bring back, bring back (in ret-
ribution) upon (p. 998-999) 12, 15, 16, 25, 173, 174, 268, 319, 322;
1 Sm 26:23; 2 Sm 22:21.25; Job 33:26; Ps 18:20.24; 2 Chr 6:23; 1
Kgs 2:32; 2 Chr 6:23.

W hsb Qal: think, account, count, reckon (p. 362-363) 1, Gn
15:6; Niph‘al 1. be accounted, thought 2. be computed, reckoned
3. be imputed to any one (p. 363) 53; Ps 106:31.

n‘vw Sillam Pi‘€l 1. complete, finish, 2. make safe, 3. make whole
or good, restore thing lost, 4. make good, e.g. pay vows, 5. requite,
recompense, reward (p. 1022) 159; Job 8:6.

D‘?W Sullam Pu‘al: be repaid, requited (p. 1022) 408; Prv 11:31.

1.14 Miscellaneous

W‘IP qodes 1. apartness, sacredness, holiness, 2. of places set apart
as sacred by God's presence, 3. things consecrated at sacred places,
4. persons sacred by connexion with sacred places, 5. times conse-
crated to worship, 6. of things and persons ceremonially cleansed,
and so separated as sacred (p. 871-872) 253, 258; Jer 31:23; Dn
9:24.

9°P77 hé“ir Hiph‘il 1. rouse, 2. act in an aroused manner, awake
(p. 735) 233, 238; Is 41:2; 45:13.

N®2 kisse’ seat of honour, throne (p. 490) 220, 229; Prv 25:5; Is
16:5.

"YW Sa‘ar gate (p. 1044) 199, 375; Ps 118:19.20.
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1.15 Words of the sdq-Group Somehow Related
to God

163, 164, 167, 168, 169, 172, 183, 184, 192, 233, 234, 236, 240,
252, 255, 315, 323, 335, 346, 353, 359, 383, 426, 430;

Job 36:3; Ps 4:1; 7:16; 9:4.8; 17:15; 48:10; 50:6; 85:12; Is 41:2.10;
42:21; 51:1; Jer 23:6; 50:7; Dt 32:4; 2 Chr 12:6; Ps 1:6; 34:15;
37:25; 55:22; 146:8; Prv 15:29; 18:10.

1.16 God as King

183, 193, 195, 196, 197, 198, 450 (Judge);
Ps 48:10; 89:14; 96:13; 97:2.6; 98:9; Eccl 3:17.

1.17 Kings, Rulers

13, 19, 20, 22, 75, 83, 115, 116, 117, 181, 182, 189, 216, 217, 220,
229, 232, 233, 252, 254, 318, 471, 495;

2 Sm 8:15; 1 Kgs 10:9; 1 Chr 18:14; 2 Chr 9:8; Prv 16:12; Is 9:7;
Jer 22:15; 23:5; 33:15; Ps 45:4.7; 72:2; Prv 8:15.16; 25:5; Is 16:5;
32:1; 41:2; Jer 23:6; 33:16; 2 Sm 23:3; Jer 23:5; Zec 9:9.
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1.18 Righteous People who were Spared Judg-
ment

302, 303, 304, 305, 306, 307, 308, 309;

Gn 6:9; 7:1; 18:23.24.25.26.28; 20:4.

1.19 The Righteousness of Man, His Righteous
Life

24, 55, 56, 92, 118, 139, 270, 284, 331, 453 (no righteous man),

468;

Job 27:6; Ps 112:3.9; Is 46:12; Jer 51:10; Dn 9:18; Job 9:2; 35:7;
32:1; Eccl 7:20; Is 60:21.

1.20 Court Case

14, 82, 99 etc.; 2 Sm 19:29; Is 5:23; 54:17 etc.

1.21 Be Right in Words

281, 292; Job 33:12; Is 43:9.

1.22  Comparison

262, 269, 280, 297, 298, 299, 316, 319;
Gn 38:26; Job 4:17; 32:2; Jer 3:11; Ez 16:51.52; 1 Sm 24:18; 1 Kgs
2:32.
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1.23 Retributive Justice
84, 85, 106, 227, 326, 472, 488;

Is 10:22; 28:17; 59:17; 11:4; Neh 9:33; Lam 1:18; Dn 9:14.

1.24 Judgment of Nations, the Earth and the
World

169, 195, 198, 230, 306;

Ps 9:8; 96:13; 98:9; Is 26:9; Gn 18:25.

1.25 Several Commandments

3 (do not steal), 8 (restoring the pledge as the sun sets), 12 (not
putting one's hand against the Lord's anointed), 114, 136, 150, 151,
155, 225, 251 (giving wages), 262, 263, 309 (holy matrimony) 484;
Gn 30:33; Dt 24:13; 1 Sm 26:23; Jer 22:3; Ez 45:9; Lv 19:15.36;
Dt 25:15; Is 1:21; Jer 22:13; Gn 38:26; 44:16; 20:4; Ez 23:45.

1.26 Portion or Claim

14, 23; 2 Sm 19:29; Neh 2:20.

1.27 Forgiveness

37; Ps 51:14.
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1.28 Offering Sacrifices

148, 156; Mal 3:3; Dt 33:19.

1.29 Priests

212; Ps 132:9.

1.30 Clothes as a Simile

106, 160, 212; Is 59:17; Job 29:14; Ps 132:9.

1.31 Measures

151, 155, 161 (evaluating Job), 257;
Lv 19:36; Dt 25:15; Job 31:6; Ez 45:10.



Chapter 2

Righteousness in the New
Testament

2.1 The Family of Words Related to Righteous-
ness.

There are quite a few words in the New Testament which are related
to the semantic domain of righteousness.t! People who do not repent
are "storing up wrath for" themselves "on the day of wrath when
God's righteous judgment will be revealed" (Rom 2:5).8 A just

1. The list given here is not complete. For this other composite words
would have to be included like ddkéw, adiknua, ddikia, ddikog, ddikwe,
avtidikog, ékdlkéw, ékdiknatg, £kdikog, KoTadkdlw, katadikn.

2. ¢v fiuépa dpyfig kal dmokahipewg dikatokplotag oD 6god The Greek
Text of the New Testament here and afterwards is quoted according to Michael
W. Holmes, ed., The Greek New Testament: SBL Edition, [accessed May
19, 2011], 2010, http://www.crosswire.org/sword/modules/
ModInfo.jsp?modName=SBLGNT.
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divine judgment can be called 7 dikn diké (Acts 28:4; 2 Thes 1:9;
Jude 1:7). The adverb "right, justly, truly" is dikaiwg dikai(")s.ﬁ
The judge enforcing justice is dtkaoTtrig dikast€s and Moses was
at first not accepted as such by his fellow Israelites (Acts 7:27.35).

In the New Testament 10 Sikatwua dikaioma is used for God's
statutes or commandments (Lk 1:6; Rom 2:26) or the "righteous
requirement"” of God's law (Rom 8:4), for the regulations of the Old
Testament worship (Heb 9:1.10), for God's righteous decision in
judgment of sins (Rom 1:32; Rv 15:4), for the righteous deeds of the
saints (Rv 19:8) and for our subject of the greatest importance: The
righteousness of Christ (Rom 5:18) bringing about our justification
(Rom 5:16). In the two places where dikaiwoig dikaidsis is used,
it is the justification of those who believe in Jesus Christ, based on
his sacrificial death and the life giving power of his resurrection
(Rom 4:25; 5:18).

There are three more words in this family related to righteous-
ness at which we want to look in more detail because they can help
us to a better understanding of God's righteousness and of the jus-
tification of the sinner.

2.2 The Use of dikaroovvn "Righteousness"

The most important word for righteousness in the NT is dikaiosyné
dtkaroovvn. And the most important apostle to explain it, is Paul.

2.2.1 God and righteousness.

The gospel is so important for Paul for "in it the righteousness of
God is revealed from faith for faith" (Rom 1:17). If we asked him

3. See Lk 23:41; 1 Cor 15:34; 1 Thes 2:10; Tit 2:12; 1 Pt 2:23.
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what the righteousness of God is, he would say, that God himself
is just and that he is the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus
(Rom 3:26). Both aspects of God's righteousness are of enormous
importance. God himself is just. This is his own righteousness (cf.
Rom 3:5).

But at the same time God's righteousness is also a gracious
present which God gives to those who believe in Jesus Christ, es-
pecially in his atoning death (Rom 3:21.22.25). Being himself just,
God was looking forward to Golgotha in former times when he did
not immediately punish the sins of mankind (Rom 3:25). So the
death of Christ, the shedding of his blood, became the atoning cen-
ter of human salvation history. The Old Testament was looking
forward to it and the New Testament is based on it (Mt 26:28).

The apostle John sees a strong relationship between God's own
righteousness and the practised righteousness of the believers. God
is righteous and the practised righteousness of the believers shows
them to be born again of God, to be children of God (1 Jn 2:29;
3:7.10).

2.2.2 Christ and righteousness.

Christ fulfills all righteousness (Mt 3:15) and loves it (Heb 1:9).
He is going to jugde the whole world in righteousness (Acts 17:31;
Rv 19:11). He died as a sin offering for our sins "so that in him
we might become the righteousness of God" (2 Cor 5:21). "He
himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die
to sin and live to righteousness" (1 Pt 2:24). Peter addresses the
Gentile Christians he is writing to as those "who have obtained a
faith of equal standing with ours by the righteousness of our God
and Savior Jesus Christ" (2 Pt 1:1). Jesus says that after his going
to the Fahter the Holy Spirit will come and "8 ... will convict the
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world concerning ... righteousness... 10 concerning righteousness,
because I go to the Father, and you will see me no longer..." (Jn
16:8.10). This means that the way Christ went to the Father, by
dying at the cross, rising on the third day and ascending to heaven,
is the key to understand "righteousness" and that this is one of the
main lessons the Holy Spirit teaches people who are not born again
yet ("the world").

2.2.3 Believers and righteousness.

John the Baptist came "in the way of righteousness" (Mt 21:32).
Abraham's trust in God "was counted to him as righteousness" (Rom
4:3; cf. Gn 15:6), and that happened already when he was still un-
circumcised (Rom 4:9-10). Paul explains the significance of his
circumcision happening later (Rom 4:11-13):

11 He received the sign of circumcision as a seal
of the righteousness that he had by faith while he was
still uncircumcised. The purpose was to make him the
father of all who believe without being circumcised,
so that righteousness would be counted to them as
well, 12 and to make him the father of the circumcised
who are not merely circumcised but who also walk
in the footsteps of the faith that our father Abraham
had before he was circumcised. 13 For the promise
to Abraham and his offspring that he would be heir of
the world did not come through the law but through
the righteousness of faith.

This faith of Abraham as the way to gain righteousness is also the
way for Christian believers from all nations to gain it (Rom 4:22-
25; cf. Acts 10:35). "And to the one who does not work but trusts
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him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted as righteousness"
(Rom 4:5). To acknowledge one's own inability to be righteous and
accept God's gift of righteousness in Christ, is to submit to God's
righteousness. The problem of Israel was that they tried to establish
their own righteousness and thus did not submit to God's righteous-
ness (Rom 9:31; 10:3).

The meaning of the name Melchizedek, the type of Christ, is
"king of righteousness (Heb 7:2), that is "righteous king". True dis-
ciples "hunger and thirst for righteousness" (Mt 5:6). Their being
persecuted for righteousness' sake is a sign of their belonging to
the kingdom of heaven (5:10). The righteousness needed to enter
the kingdom of heaven has to be better than that of the scribes and
Pharisees (Mt 5:20). Disciples should do deeds of righteousness
(giving to the needy, praying, fasting) for God, not for the eyes of
the people (Mt 6:1). Disciples must have God's kingdom and his
righteousness as their top priority (Mt 6:33). God's plan of salva-
tion is to deliver his people from the hand of their enemies, that
they might serve him without fear "in holiness and righteousness
before him" all their days (Lk 1:74-75.

2.2.4 Unbelievers and righteousness.

The problem of hypocrites is that their righteousness is not good
enough to enter the kingdom of heaven (Mt 5:20; cf. 23:13-15).
The servants of Satan love to "disguise themselves as servants of
righteousness" (2 Cor 11:15). The Jewish false prophet named Bar-
Jesus is addressed by Paul in this way: "You son of the devil, you
enemy of all righteousness, full of all deceit and villainy, will you
not stop making crooked the straight paths of the Lord?" (Acts
13:10).
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2.2.5 How man is made or declared righteous before God.

Christ Jesus is in his person our righteousness from God (1 Cor
1:30). God uses his preached word to bring his righteousness to
people (2 Cor 3:9; Heb 5:13; 2 Pt 2:5).

People who gain righteousness from God receive it by faith in
him (Rom 4:13; 9:30; 10:6.10; Gal 3:6; 5:5; Phil 3:9; Heb 11:7).

Works of the law or the law are not the way to gain righteous-
ness before God (Rom 4:6; Tit 3:5; Rom 10:4.5; Gal 2:21; Gal
3:21; Phil 3:6.9). James 2:18-26 does not teach that righteousness
is gained by the works of the law, but by works of faith. James
does not really contradict Paul, but a misunderstood and misused
Paul. The works of Abraham and of Rahab which James mentions
are not the works to fulfill the law, but works which show their
faith in God in action. Paul teaches the same active faith in Gal 5:6
and other places: "For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor un-
circumcision counts for anything, but only faith working through
love."

The Justification of the sinner happens when he receives the
gift of righteousness freely from God through Christ. As Adam is
the father of the old mankind and gave death to all, so Jesus Christ
is the founder of a new mankind and gives his righteousness as a
gift to all his people (Rom 5:17; 8:10; 2 Cor 5:21; Eph 6:14). In
faith we have already received this righteousness, but there is also
a future aspect to it: "For through the Spirit, by faith, we ourselves
eagerly wait for the hope of righteousness" (Gal 5:5; cf. also 2
Tm 4:8). As so often in the New Testament there is the aspect of
what we already have in Christ, and the other aspect of the future
realisation of the same thing in the coming new world (cf. 2 Pt
3:13).

The justification of the sinner is rooted in God's grace given to
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him freely (Rom 3:24; 5:21; Gal 2:21) according to God's mercy
on him (Tit 3:5).

2.2.6 Justified Sinners are challenged to practise righ-
teousness.

It is Paul's custom to admonish justified believers to commit them-
selves to live a righteous life (Rom 6:13.16; 6:18.19.20; 14:17; 2
Cor 6:14; 2 Cor 9:9.10; Eph 4:24; 5:9; Phil 1:11; 1 Tm 6:11; 2
Tm 2:22; 2 Tm 3:16; Heb 11:33; 12:11). He also recommends his
own example in living a righteous life (2 Cor 6:7). Paul would also
teach the standard of righteousness to people outside the church
(Acts 24:25).

The letter of James is like the Sermon on the Mount in the shape
of an epistle. It is not surprising that he emphasizes the necessity
of righteousness in the life of a disciple (Jas 1:20; 3:18). Peter
presents the death of Christ for us as a reason to live a righteous
life (1 Pt 2:24). Even if we have to suffer for righteousness' sake,
we are blessed (1 Pt 3:14). Knowing Jesus Christ is to know the
way of righteousness (2 Pt 2:20-21). John urges the believers not
to be deceived, but to stick to the unity of faith and life: "Who-
ever practices righteousness is righteous, as he is righteous" (1 Jn
3:7). On the last page of the Bible we find these strange orders or
permissions (Rv 22:11-12):

11 Let the evildoer still do evil, and the filthy still
be filthy, and the righteous still do right, and the holy
still be holy. 12 Behold, I am coming soon, bringing
my recompense with me, to repay everyone for what
he has done.

The idea behind these permissions to do as one wishes to do, to do
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evil or to do good, is the truth of 22:12 that all deeds will be repaid
when Christ will come back. Then all practised righteousness gets
its right reward. Then all wickedness will be punished (Rv 22:15;
21:8). Blessed and wise are those who act accordingly and wash
the robe of their life in the blood of Christ (Rv 22:14; 7:14).

2.3 The Use of dikarog "Righteous"

The adjective righteous is dikatog dikaids .

2.3.1 God's being just or righteous.

God is just (John 17:25; Rom 3:26). He is also the origin of righ-
teousness in the believers because they are born of him: "If you
know that he is righteous, you may be sure that everyone who prac-
tices righteousness has been born of him (1 Jn 2:29). Whoever prac-
tices righteousness is righteous, as he is righteous (1 Jn 3:7). God
is just in his judgment (2 Thes 1:5-6; 2 Tm 4:8; Rv 16:5.7; 19:2).
God's ways are just (Rv 15:3).

2.3.2 Christ's being just or righteous.

Jesus Christ is "righteous" (Mt 27:4.19; Luke 23:47) or "the righ-
teous" (Acts 3:14; 7:52; 22:14). His judgment is just (Jn 5:30). He
died for sinners to justify them through his blood Rom 5:8-9, he
suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous (1 Pt 3:18).
"If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness" (1 Jn 1:9). "But if any-
one does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the
righteous” (1 Jn 2:1). Paul compares Adam and Christ and states
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in this context how great the effect of Christ's obedience is for his
people (Rom 5:19):

For as by the one man's disobedience the many
were made sinners, so by the one man's obedience the
many will be made righteous.

Christ's obedience and righteousness is imputed to us and we are
presented as righteous before God.

2.3.3 Believers and being righteous.

Joseph was righteous (Mt 1:19), so was John the Baptist (Mk 6:20)
and his parents (Lk 1:6). John would turn the disobedient to the wis-
dom of the just (1:17). Simeon was righteous (2:25) and Joseph,
from the Jewish town of Arimathea (23:50), and Cornelius (Acts
10:22). Paul thinks that "one will scarcely die for a righteous per-
son" (Rom 5:7). Abel is called righteous (Heb 11:4), as are his
deeds (1 Jn 3:12). Lot was righteous (2 Pt 2:7-8). The spirits of
the righteous made perfect gather in the heavenly Jerusalem (Heb
12:23)).

Jesus has not come to call righteous, but sinners to repentance
(Mt 9:13; Mk 2:17; Lk 5:32). "There will be more joy in heaven
over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous per-
sons who need no repentance"” (Lk 15:7). "The law is not laid down
for the just but for the lawless and disobedient" (1 Tm 1:9). Over-
seers should be righteous (Tit 1:8). The rich who have murdered
the righteous will be punished for it (Jas 5:6). The prayer of a righ-
teous person has great power (Jas 5:16) and the Lord's eyes and ears

4. oUtwg kal dud Tfig Vmakofig tod £vog Sikatol kataoTadnoovTaL ol
TTOAAOL.
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are attentive towards them (1 Pt 3:12). The righteous is saved only
with difficulties (1 Pt 4:18). The righteous who will continue to do
right will be rewarded by the coming Christ (Rv 22:11-12).

2.3.4 Self righteous and hypocrites.

Lk 18:9-14 targets especially self righteous people (Lk 18:9). Hyp-
ocrites tried to present themselves as righteous trying to trap Jesus
(Lk 20:20).

2.3.5 Judgment and being righteous.

Judgment should be just and righteous (Jn 7:24). When it comes to
the day of judgment, the difference between righteous and wicked
will become eternal. The righteous shine like the sun (Mt 13:43)
and the wicked are removed from the midst of the righteous (13:49).
The righteous will be surprised that they have served Jesus and will
go into eternal life (Mt 25:37.46). The shedding of the blood of all
righteous will be punished (Mt 23:35). Good deeds will be repaid at
the resurrection of the just (Lk 14:14). There will be a resurrection
of both the just and the unjust (Acts 24:15).

2.3.6 Ethics and what is right.

The adjective "righteous" is also used in an ethical context to speak
of what is right and fitting (Phil 4:8; Col 4:1; 2 Pt 1:13). God's
commandmends are just (Rom 7:12; Eph 6:1). It is not right to
obey man more than God (Acts 4:19).
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2.3.7 Justification and being right.

The most important use of the adjective "righteous" for our subject
is found in Rom 1:17, Gal 3:10-11 and Heb 10:38. Itis the quotation
from Hab 2:4 with which Paul summarizes his gospel (Rom 1:17):
"The righteous shall live by faith."H What Paul means by this, seems
to be: "The one, who is righteous by faith, he shall live!"

Except Jesus, it seems impossible that someone may be righ-
teous by the law or by works of the law. Not the hearers of the law
are righteous, but the doers of the law will be justified (Rom 2:13).
"None is righteous, no, not one" (3:10). "No one is justified before
God by the law" (Gal 3:11).

2.4 The use of dikarom "to declare righteous"

The verb dika6w dikaido means to declare someone right or
righteous who is really right or righteous or to make someone
righteous who was a sinner before.

2.4.1 God and "to declare righteous".

God will be justified in his words (Rom 3:4). God's righteousness
has two aspects, that he himself is just and that he is "the justifier
of the one who has faith in Jesus" (3:26). God will "justify the
circumcised by faith and the uncircumcised through faith (3:30).
God has already justified and glorified his foreknown, predestined
and called (8:29-30). "Who shall bring any charge against God's
elect? It is God who justifies" (8:33).

5. ‘0 8¢ dikarog £k ToTewg TjoeTa.
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2.4.2 Christ and "to declare righteous".

We are justified through Jesus Christ (Gal 2:17). Christ himself
was "manifested in the flesh, vindicated by the Spirit" or "proven
righteous by the Spirit" (1 Tm 3:16).

2.4.3 Believers and "to declare righteous".

"For one who has died has been set free from sin"H (Rom 6:7). If
Paul is not aware of any wrongdoing, he still is not acquitted by this
fact (1 Cor 4:4). Paul presents a list of different kinds of sinners to
the church in Corinth and then goes on saying: "And such were
some of you. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were
justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of
our God" (1 Cor 6:11). This shows that the unity of the believers
with Christ and their share in the Spirit of God has really changed
them before God. They are now holy and righteous. The pouring
out of the Spirit of God is also important for this change in Tit 3:6-7:

. 6 whom he poured out on us richly through
Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 so that being justified by his
grace we might become heirs according to the hope of
eternal life.

Paul teaches that the Scripture was "foreseeing that God would jus-
tify the Gentiles by faith" (Gal 3:8). Because believers have now
already been justified by the blood of Christ, that is by his death,
they can be very confident that they will be saved from the wrath
of God by his life (Rom 5:9-10).

6. 6 yap dmoBavarv dedikaiwtol dmd thg duaptiag.
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2.44 Justification and "to declare righteous".

Justification of the sinner happens through faith in Jesus Christ
(Acts 13:38-39; Rom 3:24-26; 3:28.30; 4:5-6; 5:1; Gal 2:16-17). It
does not happen by works of the law (Rom 2:13; 3:20.28; 4:2; Gal
2:16; 3:11; 5:4). One purpose of the law is that it produces knowl-
edge of sin (Rom 3:20) another is that "the law was our guardian
until Christ came, in order that we might be justified by faith" (Gal
3:24). We have seen already that James teaches that a faith without
deeds of faith in one's life is dead and ineffective (James 2:21.24.25).
He does not teach that we have to do the works of the law to get
justified.

The root cause of the justification of a sinner is the grace of God
given to him (Rom 3:24; Gal 5:4). Justification or condemnation
of the people judged on judgment day will be done by their own
words: "... for by your words you will be justified, and by your
words you will be condemned" (Mt 12:37). Justification is an act
of being exalted by God after someone has humbled himself before
God (Lk 18:14).



Appendix A

The Hebrew Alphabet

Name

"alep
bét

gimel
dalet

he
waw
zayin
het
tet

Letter

4 4> uyuuy=z

G 1~ —~

37

Tran-
scrip-
tion

e N g 5 0o o o

IPA
Pronun-
ciation
[?] or ©
[b]

[v]
[g]
[g]
[d]

[0]

[h] or @
[w]

[z]

[H]

[t]
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yod ) y [ior@
kap T3 k [k]
75 Kk [x]
lamed 5 1 [1]
mém on m [m]
niin 11 n [n]
samek ®) s [s]
‘ayin ) ¢ [£]
peh ik p [p]
ne p [f]
sadeh v S [ts]
q0p P q [a]
res 9 r [r]
§in v $ [s]
Sin v S [f1
taw n t [t]
n t (6]
Vowel Signs
Name simple +mlL +mlLY +
‘y w m. 1
patah 2 ba - - -

qames 32 baorbo "3 bda - 3



hireq

seré

sogol

holem
qibbis/stireq

Sowa

hatep patah

hatep sogol

hatep games

A AT A A

Ehm [ e I 0

bi or bi
bé

be

bo

bu qibbiis

ba
ha
hé
ho

"3 bl
"3 bé

n32
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The Greek Alphabet

A a a Alpha Alga

B [§ b Béeta Bfita

r Y g Gamma Cauua

A d d Delta A¢hta

E € & Epsilon "E YOV

Z C z Z&ta Zfro

H n g Eta "Hto

<) 0 th Théta ofita

I L i Iota Ioto

K K k Kappa Kdamma

A A 1 Lambda AG(W)Bda

M w m My M7D

N v n Ny NO

= E X Xi =

o) 0 3 Omikron "0
ULKOOV

40
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>

a3
un

e X8 c 4

Qo

- wn = -

y,u
ph
ch
ps

h(a)

(@

P1

Rhd

Sigma

Tau
Ypsilon

Phi

Chi

Pst

Oméga
Spiritus As-
per

Spiritus Le-
nis
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180}

PH
Ztyno
Tob

Y PLraov
Dt

X1

Wi

Q uéya
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Abbreviations

1 Chron. or 1 Chr
1 Cor. or 1 Cor

1 Esd.

1 John or 1 Jn

1 Kings or 1 Kgs
1 Macc. or 1 Mc

1 Pet. or 1 Pt
Ip

1 Sam. or 1 Sm
Is

1 Thess. or 1 Thes
1 Tim. or 1 Tm

1 Chronicles

1 Corinthians

1 Esdras

1 John (Epistle)

1 Kings

1 Maccabees

1 Peter

First person plural
1 Samuel

First person singular
1 Thessalonians

1 Timothy
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2 Chron. or 2 Chr
2 Cor. or 2 Cor
2 Esd.

2 John or 2 Jn

2 Kings or 2 Kgs
2 Macc. or 2 Mc
2 Pet. or 2 Pt

2p

2 Sam. or 2 Sm
2s

2 Thess. or 2 Thes
2 Tim. or 2 Tm
3 John or 3 Jn
3p

3s

A. or Acc.

abl.

Act. or Act

Acts

adj.

adv.

Amos or Am
anom.

Aor.
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2 Chronicles

2 Corinthians

2 Esdras

2 John (Epistle)

2 Kings

2 Maccabees

2 Peter

Second person plural
2 Samuel

Second person singular
2 Thessalonians

2 Timothy

3 John (Epistle)
Third person plural
Third person singular
accusative case
ablative

Active Voice

Acts of the Apostles
adjective

adverb

Amos

anomalous

Aorist
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Apoc.
Arab.

ARV

ASV

AT

AV

Bar. or Bar
B.C.

BHS

Caus.

c.

ca.

cent.

C.E.

CEV

cf.

ch.

Col. or Col
Cond.

conj. or conj
cons.

Dan. or Dn
D. or Dat.
Decl.

APPENDIX C. ABBREVIATIONS

Apocrypha

Arabic

American Revised Version
American Standard Version
American Translation
Authorized (King James) Version
Baruch

Before Christ

Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia
Causal

case

circa

century

Christian Era

Contemporary English Version
confer, compare

chapter

Colossians

Conditional

conjunction

consonant

Daniel

dative case

Declension



Deut. or Dt
dimin.

du.

DV

Eccles. or Eccl
Ecclus.

ed.

e.g.

Eph. or Eph
ERV

esp.

Esther or Est
ESV

etym.

EV

Exod. or Ex
Ezek. or Ez
Ezra or Ezr
f.

fig.

Fut.

Gal. or Gal
Gen. or Gn

G. or genv
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Deuteronomy
diminutive

dual number

Douay Version
Ecclesiastes
Ecclesiasticus (= Sirach)
edition

exempli gratia, 'for example'
Ephesians

English Revised Version
especially

Esther

English Standard Version
etymology

English version(s)
Exodus

Ezekiel

Ezra

feminine gender
figuratively

Future

Galatians

Genesis

genitive case
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Gk.

gov.

Gr.

Hab. or Hb
Hag. or Hg
HB

Heb. or Heb
Hosea or Hos
ib.

ident.
id.

i.e.
impers.
Impf.
Impv.
ind.
indic.
Inf.
instr.
Intens.
interj.
interpol.
intrans.

APPENDIX C. ABBREVIATIONS

Greek

governing

grammar

Habakkuk

Haggai

Hebrew Bible

Hebrews

Hosea

ibidem or 'in the same place or
book or text' as the preceding
identical

idem or 'the same meaning as that
of a preceding word'

id est

impersonal or used impersonally
imperfect

imperative

indeclinable

indicative

infinitive mood

instrumental

Intensive

interjection

interpolation

intransitive (without accusative ob-
ject)



Introd.

IPA

irr.

Isa. or Is
James or Jas
JB

Jer. or Jer
Job or Jb
Joel or J1
John or Jn
Jon. or Jon
Josh. or Jo
Jth. or Jdt
Jude

Judg. or Jgs
KIV

Lam. or Lam
Lat.

Lev. or Lv
lit.

loc.

log.

Luke or Lk
LXX
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Introduction
International Phonetic Alphabet
irregular

Isaiah

James
Jerusalem Bible
Jeremiah

Job

Joel

John (Gospel)
Jonah

Joshua

Judith

Jude

Judges

King James Version
Lamentations
Latin

Leviticus
literally

locative

logic

Luke

Septuagint
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Mal. or Mal
Mark or Mk
"

Matt. or Mt
Med. or Med
metron.
Mic. or Mi
m.

Mod.

MS.

MSS.

MT

NAB

Nah. or Na
NEB

neg.

Neh. or Neh
NETS

NJB

n.

N. or Nom.
NRSV

NT

APPENDIX C. ABBREVIATIONS

Malachi

Mark

Masoretic text
Matthew

Medium Voice
metronymic

Micah

masculine gender
modern

manuscript
manuscripts
Masoretic Text

New American Bible
Nahum

New English Bible
negative

Nehemiah

A New English Translation of the
Septuagint

New Jerusalem Bible
neuter gender
nominative case
New Revised Standard Version
New Testament



ntr.

Num. or Nm
Obad. or Ob
obs.

opt.

orig.

oT

partic.

part. or part
Pass. or Pass
perh.

Pf. or Pf
Philem. or Phlm
Phil. or Phil
Pl. or P1

pl.

PL

poet.

p. orp

prec.

prep.

pres. or pres
priv.

prob.

neuter gender
Numbers
Obadiah
obsolete
optative
originally
Old Testament
particular
participle
Passive voice
perhaps
perfect tense
Philemon
Philippians
Plural

plural

Plural

poetry or poetic
page
preceding
preposition
present tense
privative
probably

49



50

Pr. of Man.
pronom,
pron.

Prov. or Prv

Ps. (pl.Pss.) or Ps (pl.

Pss)
redupl.
Reflex.
Rev. or Rv
rhet.

Rom. or Rom
RSV

rt.

rts.

Ruth or Ru
RV

seq.

sev.

Sg. or Sg
Sir

Song of Sol. or Song

Song of Three Children

Subj.
subst.

APPENDIX C. ABBREVIATIONS

Prayer of Manasses (= Manasseh)
pronominal

pronoun

Proverbs

Psalms

reduplicated

Reflexive or used reflexively
Revelation (= Apocalypse)
rhetoric

Romans

Revised Standard Version

root

roots

Ruth

Revised Version

sequens

several

Singular

Sirach (= Ecclesiasticus)

Song of Solomon (=Song of
Songs)

Song of the Three Holy Children
subjunctive

substantive



suff.

superl.

Sus.

Syr.

Titus or Ti
Tob. or Tb
TR

trans.

vb.

v.l

VOw.

Vulg.

V. or Voc.
WEB

Wisd. of Sol.
WLC

Ws

Zech. or Zec
Zeph. or Zep
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suffix

superlative degree

Susanna

Syriac

Titus

Tobit

Textus Receptus (Received Text)
transitive (with accusative object)
verb

varia lectio

vowel

Vulgate

vocative case

World English Bible

Wisdom of Solomon (= Wisdom)
Westminster Leningrad Codex
Wisdom (= Wisdom of Solomon)
Zechariah

Zephaniah



Appendix D

Words of the root P73 sdq

D.1 773 sodagah - Righteousness, List of Oc-
curences in the OT

MR8 sadaqah is listed here in 150 Verses (see 89b).ﬁ]

Even ShoshanH counts 157 occurences in the Old Testament. The
difference may be traced back to the fact that the word can be used
more than once in a verse.

001 Gn 15:6

3 1% 7Rwm D T

[ITTZ TN

)

1. The Hebrew text is given according to OpenScriptures.org, ed., Westminster

Leningrad Codex, [accessed September 1, 2012], 2010, http: //www.cros

swire.org/sword/modules/ModInfo. jsp?modName=0SMHE.

The verses are numbered according to the numbering system in the Hebrew text
which is different from the English numbering system, e.g. in many psalms.

2. Abraham Even-Shoshan, A New Concordance of the Bible (Jerusalem,
1981), p. 977.
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002 Gn 18:19
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BEYM MRTE NiPYS mim 77 ey
IPRY TN NN OENTOD T N2 1D
003 Gn 30:33
T2k "2t~y Kian™2 hn 02 NPT 3T
IR RIT 23 072332 DM e ®DDY TR0 R TIUN 52
004 Dt 6:25
105 NNIT MERTOR TN nmibye Nhwiy upTn MR
D 11X WND WITON T
005 Dt 9:4
QbR e 1 ank Ty M 772 72253 NN
nxr'r }/‘7&‘[ b nrm'? 'H'l” ‘JN”:'I ”DP'IBD
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006 Dt 9:5
| NPYI2 3 OFIN TN YN R NN 7225 W npTea N
D3TT NN DR PP TR DY TR My T 2y
:2pEI7) PIED OTIAND TRHIND M vaw TN
007 Dt 9:6
TRIET YT T2 0D TR T ORI 87 2 By
(TIN TIWTTYRTER D AR AN
008 Dt 24:13
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010 Jgs 5:11



SDQ ROOT THE OF WORDS D. APPENDIX 54

112 NP3 MM NS W0y oY ovINwn 12 oS Sipn
STTOY 00 7T TS DN T3
0111 Sm 12:7
I NIPTETOR MY YT 327 020N MIRSYN) DR TH)
‘DTSN TN 020N TPYTIEN
012 1 Sm 26:23
DI 1T 0 T IR DRSO WhRD 29 Ty
T YRR O Y0 TN N i
013 2 Sm 8:15
Y555 R RRY Y T T SR Ro T T
014 2 Sm 19:29
T2 3D NIRTYINTDN 2 2y M Ton i G
TATPY 27N TIRY TN Y
2 TPRTON T pRIDY MR T 2w

015 2 Sm 22:21
20 2 T 733 DRTISD YT ueny

016 2 Sm 22:25
TEY TP 7192 PRSP 3

017 1 Kgs 3:6

Swxs DT 7o AR M7 Tar oy oy R Y N
5-mwm Ty 235 Ao ; RIS TRND Tia5 7o
;7T 0D INODT by 2y 12 1o 1nm i '71':;3 oI

018 1 Kgs 8:32
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© :INPT3D 15 ARG P8 PYIES SN2 1377 AN
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020 1 Chr 18:14
HRY005 MRTR LR TP I DRLTORT0r T ToRn
021 2 Chr 6:23
pEnh 22wnh 20 I poaY DVDY) 0TI DRUn | RN
o P83 1 AN5 s PrI3AYY A3 1977 AN
022 2 Chr 9:8
Tonk ixen by ANt T2 yam | W -[11’: TN
TI0M n‘aw'v TRy Dy -r-r'vx AR 'r-r'ax -n-w‘a
P73 LR NivyS Tonb ooy
023 Neh 2:20
TN 7 280 N7 DT TN BT iR 027 O 3N
{02WITR TIPN MR PRI B2/ WA D03 TRy
024 Job 27:6
SRR 337 TAmNG 7N D1 PRI DpTs3
025 Job 33:26
026 Job 35:8
FINRTS BIRD TR TR UND
027 Job 37:23
NG TRTET2T) oRwm IoTRNY NSRS YTy
028 Ps 5:9
R 7 * M DR 1R 0RTSS L
029 Ps 11:7
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030 Ps 22:31
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2378 TNRTSI BRIY TN TON WO T 73
033 Ps 33:5
PINT TN I o wawm MRS 2T
034 Ps 36:7
PPN THTATOTN 727 0iTD ARRwn S8R K InRTS
T
035 Ps 36:11
127D RS TR TR Ao T
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D.2 P73 sedeq - Righteousness, List of Oc-
curences in the OT

P18 sedeq is listed here in 112 Verses (see 89b).E Even ShoshanH
counts 119 occurences in the Old Testament. The difference can be
traced back to the fact that the word can be used more than once in
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3. The Hebrew text is given according to OpenScriptures.org, Westminster
Leningrad Codex. There is a mistake in Strong's numbers in Prv 8:16. There
the list according to OSMHB gives only 111 verses.

4. Even-Shoshan, A New Concordance of the Bible, p. 977.
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D.3  Verb Forms of the Root P73 sdq, List of
Occurences in the OT

Verb Forms of the Root P73 sdq are listed here in 40 Verses.ﬁ
Even Shoshant counts 41 occurences in the Old Testament.
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5. The Hebrew text is given according to OpenScriptures.org, Westminster
Leningrad Codex.
6. Even-Shoshan, A New Concordance of the Bible, p. 976.
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